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To the Rionr REVxREND the i" 


Loxd BISHO F of CARLISLE, 110 


My Lox, 11 
S ſoon as I heard of the publication intitled, 
A &* Confiderations on the Propriety of requiring a 
Subſcription to Articles of Faith,” and that the 
Bihop of Carliſle was generally ſuppoſed to be the 
Author; it was natural for me to be very deſirous of 
rading it, having been taught, from my firſt acquain- 
lance with the Scriptures, to entertain a high venera- 
ton for your Lordſhip, on account of your learned 
nd free inquiries, and uncommon degree of can- 
Grand moderation; qualities moſt amiable, in one of 
alents ſo reſpectable. 
Your exaltation, my Lord, to the Epiſcopal Dig- 
tity, has not had the ſame unhappy effect upon you, 


8 ſuch preferment hath had upon many others, who 
A 2 have 
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have been thereby rendered, not merely indifferent tg 
the cauſe of religious liberty, as if it was a trifling 
affair, unworthy the notice of fuch great men; but, 
what is much worſe, have been too often led into a 
ſtrenuous oppoſition to it. In ſome caſes charity itſelf 
can hardly impute this conduct to any good motive; 
it is almoſt impoſſible not to ſuſpect that it ariſes 


from pride, and that want of feeling for thoſe in the 


lower ſtations of life, which are too often the com- 
panions of an exalted rank. 


Many ſuch perſons might be named, and one par- 
ticularly, who but lately filled the higheſt ſtation in 
the Church. I will not, however, on this occaſion, 
rake into the aſhes of the dead: was it not ſometimes 
neceſſary to deter the living, by recording the infamy 
of thoſe who once ſat in the places now allotted to 
them, benevolence would moſt devoutly wiſh, that 
every thing diſgraceful to the memory of the departed, 
could be buried in oblivion. I will not mention any 
living examples of this kind, though the Right 
Reverend Bench (ſo much honoured by your Lord- 
ſhip's having a ſeat on it) furniſhes more than one, 
I leave them to the keen remorſe ariſing from their 
own reflections, if they have yet any generous feelings 
remaining; and if they have not, it would be in vain 
to write, 


There is a much greater pleaſure in diſplaying the 
excellencies of ſuch a character as your Lordſhip's, 
than the moſt ſpiteful and malignant can enjoy in ex- 
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poſing the follies and inconſiſtencies of many of your 
brethren, who could not have acted otherwiſe than 
they have done in ſome late inſtances, even if it had 
been their principal view to gratify the worſt paſſions 
of their greateſt enemies, and to confirm all the lovers 
of truth, of liberty, and of juſtice, in a fixed averſion 
to them. 


You, my Lord, have always been honourable and 
conſiſtent, In every ſtation which you have hitherto 
filled, you have acted as the friend of Religion. You 
have been always ready, with an amiable candour, to 
aſſiſt the free inquirer, and generouſly to give their 
due tribute of praiſe to thoſe who have laboured in the 
common cauſe of Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm, 
notwithſtanding their attachment to an intereſt, which 
the generality of the Clergy are too apt to deſpiſe, 
and on whom they look with a degree of contempt, 
which thoſe who have ſome acquaintance with-the 
men and their writings, will find they by no means 
deſerve, though few are willing to be ſo unfaſhionable 
a openly to acknowledge their worth. 


The Conſiderations are worthy of the Author to 
whom they have been aſcribed. They are ingenious, 
xcute, ſolid, and liberal. It is painful to animadvert 
on the ſentiments of a Divine ſo amiable; and it may 
be thought raſh» in one of my ſmall abilities to ſer 
myſelf in oppoſition to one ſo learned. A perſon, 
however, of mean talents, may diſcover ſomething 
wrong in what is advanced by the moſt accompliſhed 
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ſcholar; and I am really of opinion that even the 
Biſhop of Carliſle cannot reconcile the following 
ſentiments with the true principles of honour, and 
then it neceſſarily follows, that they muſt be at variance 
with the maxims of the Goſpel. I refer to the fol. 
lowing paſſuge, p. 32. of the Conſiderations. 


„Mere ſome perſons ſenſible of this, (that is, of the 
« difficulties the Members of the Eſtabliſhment lie 
e under, in the preſent confuſed ſtate of things) they 
& would not ſurely be ſo forward to ſuſpect us of hypocriſy 
and prevarication, while we eſteem ourſelves bound to 
<« keep up all theſe forms till relieved by a proper authority, 
nor impute it wholly to our private intereſt, when we 
« miniſterially comply with what we are not able to 
„remove, and patiently remain in poſts, however in- 
« vidiouſly miſrepreſented, where it is conceived that we 
&« may do more good, and perform a more acceptable ſervice 
« to our common Maſter, by continuing to labour on his 
« waſte vineyard, and wait his own good time for op- 
e portunities of uſing our little influence (hereby prevented 
from growing ſtill leſs) towards pruning a few wild 
&* branches in it, and rooting out ſome of the rankeſt 
« weeds, rather than deſpond immediately on every juſt 
ct cauſe of offence that muſt occur to us, or peeviſbly revolt 
&« At each injurious reproach that will be caſt upon us, 
« If our firſt Reformers bad quitted their ſtations in the 
Church, inſtead of uſing all their endeavours ta 
&* amend it, ſhould we have had reaſon either to admire 
&* their ſpirit, or applaud their conduct at this day? 
2 4 Senti- 


C 73 

Sentiments ſimilar to theſe have been advanced 
Jong ago, and they have alſo been condemned ; but 
do not remember to have heard that the ſubject has 
ever been particularly diſcuſſed in any diſtin treatiſe, 
with regard to conformity to the eſtabliſhed Church 
of England; nor have I ſeen any Remarks on this 
paſſage of your Lordſhip's Pamphlet, except a ſhort 
and ſenſible animadverſion in the Monthly Review 
for February, 1774 *. 


Now, ſince thoſe opinions always carry weight 
with them, which have the ſanction of great names, 
and if they are wrong, have a dangerous tendency 
in proportion to the learning and worth of thoſe 
who advance and defend them; it is the duty of 
ſuch as are convinced of their evil nature, to refute 
and expoſe them. I would therefore hope, that the 
following Conſiderations, though they come from 
an obſcure perſon, will not be thought quite un- 
worthy of being attended to, either by your Lord- 
ſhip, or any other Members of the Eſtabliſhment, 
whether Clergy or Laity, who acquieſce in conform- 
ing to that which they take the liberty freely to 


condemn. 


Was there nothing to be objefted to in the 
eſtabliſhed terms of Conformity but the colour and 
ſhape of garments, the continuance of a few cere- 


I have ſeen the Defence of the Conſiderations, in reply to 
Letter from the Clarendon preſs,” the argument of which I 
zpprehend turns upon the propriety of Subſcription in general. 
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monies, or ſome uncouth phraſes, and needleſs re: 
petitions retained in the public forms, very ſtrong 
arguments might be urged even againſt a compliance 
with theſe, nor ſhould a little expence, and the ap. 
pearance of ſingularity (which men are ſometimes 
aſhamed of, when it would be praiſe-worthy) be 
any impediment to forming ſocieties on a better 
model. It might, however, appear more eligible to 
men not at all influenced by worldly motives, to 
comply with thoſe things, though they could wiſh 
to ſee them altered, rather than have their labours 
confined to a few, and a ſeparation of religious in- 
tereſts take place. | 

But the caſe is now, in my humble opinion, very 
different. That the Bible contains every thing which 
we are to believe and practiſe, is univerſally allowed 
by all Proteſtants, and your Lordſhip 1s perſuaded 
that it ought to be their only rule. But if the 
Bible is to be one only rule, how can a Subſcription 
to articles be juſtified, which were drawn up at firſt, 
and are ſtill inforced, upon the ſuppoſition, that a 
Declaration of Faith in the Scriptures alone, 1s not 
ſufficient to qualify a man to take upon him the 
office of a Miniſter of the Goſpel ? Is it not, in fact, 
giving up this great principle, to ſubmit to any teſts 
drawn up by fallible men? Can a man, who is 
convinced that this is the caſe, make ſuch a com- 
pliance without heſitation? And would it not be 
better for one, doubtful of the propriety of it, to 


ſubmit to ſome preſent inconvenience, and leave the 
| event 
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event to God? To offer arguments in proof of the 

ropolition, that the Scriptures ought to be the 
only rule of faith amongſt Chriſtians, may be thought 
very needleſs in an Addreſs to your Lordſhip: But 
25 it is impoſſible to tell into whoſe hands any pub- 
lication may fall, it may not be improper to ſay a 
little on this head ; and as nothing new can be offer- 
ed, what the learned Biſhop Sherlock hath obſerved 
on this ſubject, in his Sermon upon contending for 
the faith, will be fully ſufficient. 

It is to little purpoſe to exhort men to be 
* zealous for the Chriſtian Faith, unleſs you can give 
« them ſome ſure and certain mark, to know what 
« the right Faith is. If you inquire of particular 
« Churches, or Societies of Chriſtians, which is the 
true faith? each of them will anſwer, that the 
« faith profeſſed by them is the true one, and that 
v other ſocieties have fallen into errors and miſtakes. 
In this divided ſtate. of things, therefore, no 
* Church has a right to be believed on its own 
word merely, without giving a reaſon of the faith 
* which 1s in them: And yet, this pretence of au- 
* thority is the only thing that can be ſaid, and 
therefore it always is ſaid, to juſtify the dominion 
* which the Church of Rome has uſurped over the 
* Faith of Chriſtians, With how much better 
grace might St. Jude have dictated to the Chriſ- 
* tians of his time, and told them, upon his 
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* Sermans, vol. 4, Diſcourſe 12, Ed. 6. 
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&* own authority, what the true Faith was in oppoſi. 
« tion to corrupt Teachers? But does he ſo? By 
no means: So far from it, that he gives them 
« another rule to examine the Faith by, and ſends 
„ them to inquire what the Faith was, which was 
* once, or from the beginning, delivered to Chriſ. 
<« tians,” 

After having made theſe juſt obſervations on the 
conduct of St. Jude, the learned Biſhop thus rea. 
ſons: Since an Apoſtle of Chriſt, in early days 
« of the Church, ſent Chriſtians to inquire after 
<« the Faith delivered from the beginning; it follows 
„ manifeſtly, that the Apoſtles themſelves were but 
« Teachers and Witneſſes of the Faith, and had no 
«* authority or commiſſion to make new Articles of 
« Faith. Had it been otherwiſe, how abſurd was 
« jt in St. Jude, to fend Chriſtians to an inquiry 
after the Faith once delivered, when he and they 
* could not but know that there was ſtanding au- 
& thority to make Articles of Faith, and that no ſuch 
„ inquiry was wanting. 

FThe truth of this concluſion may be abundantly 
* proved, by conſidering the commiſſion and au- 
4 thority the Apoſtles received from Chriſt, and 
their conduct in the execution of them: Go ye, 
« ſays our bleſſed Lord, into all the world, and 
„ preach the Goſpel to every creature, Mark xvi. 
« 15. The Goſpel then was the thing committed 
&« to them to be taught to the world, and not to be 
made, or to be altered by them; which ſenſe 1s 

| delivered 
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delivered in terms more expreſs in St. Matthew; 
« for there the words are, teaching them to obſerve 
« all things whatſoever I have commanded you, ch. xxviii. 
« 20. The promiſe annexed, and, lo I am with you 
« to the end of the world, muſt be relative to their 
« commiſſion, and they could depend on it no 
« longer than whilſt they kept within the limits of 
« their commiſſion, which was to teach what Chriſt 
« had commanded. 

« When the time of our Saviour's leaving the 
« world drew near, he told his Apoſtles he would 
« not leave them comfortleſs, but pray the Father to 
« (end them another Comforter, to abide with them for 
« ever, John xiv. 16. The office of this Comforter 
« is deſcribed, ver. 26. The Comforter, which is the 
« Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name, 
* be ſpall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
jour remembrance, whatever I have ſaid unto you. 
f then the office of the Spirit was to bring to 
their remembrance what Chriſt had ſaid to them, 
their office, as Teachers, could only be to publiſh 
the doctrine of Chriſt, The Spirit was likewiſe 
* to teach them all things, that is, to teach them 
* to underſtand rightly all things, and to preſerve 
* them from miſtaking the meaning of what our 
Lord ſaid to them, which was frequently their 
* caſe whilſt they converſed with him on earth.“ 

It would make this quotation too long if I ſhoyld 
inſert what the Biſhop offers to prove, that the 
Apoſtles faithfully executed the commiſſion with 

| which 
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which they were intruſted. However, as his Lord. 
ſhip ſays, It is evident that the Apoſtles were 
*« Witneſſes and Teachers of the Faith, and had 
< no authority to add any thing to the doctrine of 
« Chriſt, or to declare new articles of Faith.” „Now. 
adds he, © if the Apoſtles, commiſſioned directiy 
by Chriſt himſelf, and ſupported by the miracu- 
« lous gifts of the ſpirit, had not his power, can 
« any of their ſucceſſors in the government of the 
„Church, without great impiety, pretend to it? 
« Did the Biſhops and Clergy of the ninth and tenth 
« centuries know the Articles of the Faith better 
« than the Apoſtles did? Or were they more power. 
« fully aſſiſted by the Holy Spirit? No Chriſtian 
« can think or ſay it.“ 

If this reaſoning be juſt, (and I have never yet ſeen 
it refuted) it is certainly very great preſumption in 
any ſet of men whatever to draw up Creeds and 
Articles, and impoſe a Subſcription to them upon 
others. But are not thoſe perſons equally guilty who 
aſſent to them? Is there not ſome reaſon to fear, that 
the great Head of the Church will be offended with 
ſuch as ſubmit to the uſurpation of an authority which 
belongs ſolely to him? F ye love me, ſays our bleſſed 
Lord, keep my commandments; and if it be one of his 
commandments to receive the Goſpel as our only rule; 
what right have we to diſpenſe with this command 
more than any other? He hath told us, that it is im- 
poſſible to ſerve two maſters, whoſe intereſts and 


commands are contrary; and are thoſe worthy ot 
| being 
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deing termed his ſervants, who comply with the 
requirements of perſons, whom they are convinced 
actually, though not always intentionally, oppoſe his 
deſign who hath given us one rule of Faith? Would 
it not be much more honourable and conſiſtent to ad- 
moniſh ſuch men of their error, and if they refuſe to 
corre it, to leave them? Beſides theſe arguments 
zeainſt Subſcription in general, (and which cannot be 
excuſed, becauſe the Church has ſomewhere declared, 
that no Doctrines are to be received but what can be 
proved from Scripture) there are fome particular 
objections to the Articles of the Church of England, 
which contain Doctrines rejected with diſdain by many 
of its Members. 

Article 8 is as follows: « The three Creeds, Nice 
Creed, Athanafius's Creed, and that which is commonly 
called the Apoſtles Creed, ought thoroughly to be received 
* and believed; for they may be proved by moſt certain 
warrants of Holy Scripture.” That the Athanaſian 
Creed is a collection of unſcriptural phraſes, con- 
taining an unſcriptural doctrine, is the opinion of many 
in the Communion of the Church, whilſt its damnatory 
clauſes are ſhocking to every man of the leaſt be- 
nevolence and humanity. A fmall number indeed 
ought to be excepted from this charge, who are fo 
prejudiced in behalf of every thing ancient and eſta- 
bliſhed, that notwithſtanding an amiable natural tem- 
per, they can ſee nothing abſurd in damning thouſands 
of their fellow creatures, becauſe they cannot receive 
an opinion, to defend which the warmeſt advocates for 

it 
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it are involved in perplexity, and continually propoſing 
different and contrary explanations. With ſuch it 
would be in vain to reaſon, nor will I trouble your 
Lordſhip with arguments on ſo diſagreeable a ſubject. 
One plain queſtion is fully ſufficient, Can any man 
of real integrity, deliberately ſubſcribe this Article, 
unleſs the whole of the Athanaſian Creed is believed 
to be ſtrictly conformable to the great rule of 
Faith? 

« Article 9. Original ſin ſtandeth not in the following 
« of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is 
©« the fault and corruption of the nature of every man, that 
&* zaturally is engendred of the offspring of Adam, whereby 
« man is very far gone from original righteouſneſs, and 
« is of his own nature inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh 


e Jyſteth always contrary to the ſpirit ; and therefore in 


<« every perſon born into this world, it deſerveth God's 
« wrath and damnation. 
« Article 11. We are accounted righteous before God, 
&« only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
« by Faith, and not for our own works and deſervings, 
« Wherefore, that we are juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt 
<« wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort, as mart 
largely is expreſſed in the Homily of Fuſtification. 
« Article 13. Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, 
« and the inſpiration of his ſpirit, are not pleaſant to 
c God, foraſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus 
&« Chriſt, neither do they make men meet to receive gract, 
& or (as the School Authors ſay) deſerve grace f 
„ congruity: Yea, rather for that they are not done as 
&« God 


ts]. 

« Cod hath willed and commanded them to be done, wo 
« 4;ubt not but they have the nature of ſin. 

« Article 17. Predeſtination to life is the everlaſting 
« purpoſe of God, whereby (before the foundations of 
« the world were laid) he bath conſtantly decreed by 
„ 07 counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe aud 
q « Jamnation thoſe whom be hath choſen in Cbriſt out 
r mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to ever- 
« laſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to honour, Where- 
« fore they which be endued with ſo excellent a benefit of 
Cad, be called according to God's purpoſe by bis Spirit 
* * working in due ſeaſon; they through Grace obey the 
"J calling; they be juſtified freely; they be made ſous of 
C by adoption; they be made like the image of bis 
1% only begotten Son Feſus Chriſt; they walk. religiouſly 


r #:4in to everlaſting felicity. As the godly conſidera- 
" tion of Predeſtination and our Election in Chriſt is full 
f ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable comfort to gouly 
* perſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves the working. 
* of the Spirit of Cbriſt; mortifying the works of the 


ings. 
by feb, and their earthly members, and drawitig up thei 
mire und fo high and heavenly things, as well becauſe 
it doth greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their faith- of 
zit, N nal ſaluation, to be enjoyed through Cbri, as 
„% auſe it doth fervently kindle their love towards 
Jeſu Cod. So, for curious and carnal perſons lacking th 
race, it of Chriſt, to have continually before their eyes the 


ſentence of God's predeſtination, is a moſt dangerous 
„unfall, whereby the devil doth thruſt them either 
6 God | | « ;nto 


ein good works, and at length by God's mercy they 
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* into deſperation, or into wretchedneſs of ' uncleay 
« living, no leſs perilous than deſperation.” 

Great pains have been taken to prove, that this 
Article does not include the horrid doctrine of Repro. 
bation; but if it be not expreſly mentioned, it is moſt 
clearly implied, for it ſuppoſes all men to lie under x 
curſe and damnation, and that men are not ſaved from 
it by their own pious and virtuous endeavours, aided 
by the Spirit of God, but by an everlaſting Purpoſe 
and Decree, made before men, or the world itſelf, 
had any exiſtence, Thoſe who are not included in 
this Decree, are deſcribed as being given up to a repro. 
bate ſtate of mind, and the Divine Being is charged 
not only with their damnation, but, what is till more 
ſhocking, with placing them in circumſtances, by 
which they are unavoidably led into fin, and then 
| puniſhing them, not as a diſplay of his power, but on 

account of thoſe crimes which were the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of his own Decree, © thruſting them into deſ- 
peration, or into wretchedneſs of moſt unclean living.” 
The latter Clauſe of the Article, contains a very good 
caution : * Furthermore, we muſt receive God's promiſes 
« in ſuch wiſe as they be generally ſet forth to us in 


« Holy Scripture; and in our doings, that will of God ha 
« 75 to be followed, which we have expreſly declares th 


« unto us in the word of God.” This caution 15 
given, upon a ſuppoſition that the Doctrine of Pre- 


deſtination is true, and was deſigned to guard men Pre 
againſt that negligence as to their conduct into which 

it might lead them; but if men are predeſtinated, 
the 


E 
they will be led to good works, as the articles de- 
clare, by the Spirit of God. Such as are not in- 
cluded in the decree, curious and carnal perſons, are 
given up to the power of the devil. So that this 
caution is of no uſe, unleſs the truth of the article 
itſelf be doubted; and if that be the caſe, can an 
honeſt man declare, that he believes it to be agree- 
able to the word of God ? 

« Article 18. They alſo are to be had accurſed, that 
* preſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by the law 
ir ſet which be profeſſetb, ſo that he be diligent to 
* frame his life according to that law, and the light of 
© nature. For Holy Scripture doth ſet out unto us only 
« the name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby men muſt be ſaved.” 


This article damns not only the Heathens, who can 


never be expected to believe in a Saviour of whom 
they have not heard, but alſo denounces the ſame 
woe againſt thoſe charitable Chriſtians who believe 
that the Divine Mercy will extend to the good and 
virtuous amongſt them, and that they will be in- 
tereſted in the redeeming Love of Chriſt, © who died 
* for all;” and when he judges the world in righte- 
oulneſs, will deal with the Geatiles according as they 


have regarded the law written in their hearts; for 


there is no reſpe& of perſons with God, Rom. ii, 


throughout, 
It is very well known that the Methodiſts are re- 
proached by the Clergy, in the ſevereſt manner, from 


the pulpit, the preſs, and in private converſation, for 
defending the ſentiments contained in theſe articles; 


B and 
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and the Laity in general join in the cenſure, lament: 
ing that ſuch doctrines ſhould be preached to delude 
and diſtract the ignorant multitude, and expoſe 
Chriſtianity to the ſcorn of every deſpicable Infidel, 
Surely it is a ſtrange inſtance of human weakneſs 
and abſurdity, that any men ſhould be advocates for 
a Subſcription to a ſyſtem, the particular tenets of 
which they ſo ſeverely condemn : But it is much 
more ſtrange, that thoſe who-are the profeſſed ene- 
mies of Subſcription to all human Articles whatever, 
ſhould on any account adhere to an eſtabliſhment, 
where it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, on entering into 
the Miniſtry, to declare © all and every of thoſe Arti- 
&« cles to be agreeable to the word of God *,” when they 
treat the plain Doctrine of them, as being little 
leſs than blaſphemy, and in their nature and often in 
their conſequences ſubverſive of all virtue and reli- 
gion. 
To ſay that they will bear a different meaning, is 
to deſtroy the uſe of Language. If ſuch reaſoning « 


be admitted, promiſes and engagements, oaths and 4 
declarations, are trifling and nugatory. If an Armi- 4 
nian can ſubſcribe the Articles above-mentioned, a « , 


Papiſt may ſubſcribe the 6, 14, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, Ml « | 
28, 30, 31, 32, 35, 37. Very oppoſite indeed are « , 
the-tenets contained in them to thoſe of the Church 1 
of Rome, but not more oppoſite than the others WF cal 
are, to the ſentiments of thouſands in Communion nd 
. — = {fc 
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with the Church of England. It would nat be 
: thought harſh to charge Papiſts with equivocation, 
e and to expreſs the ſtrongeſt abhorrence of ſuch a trick 
. in Religion in them: And ſurely Proteſtants have 
5 no excluſive right to make the ſame evaſions with- 
r out cenſure, nor to do that for their private advan- 


f tage, which a zeal for advancing the intereſt of their 
h own Community would, in the Romiſh Prieſts, be 
te cenſured as deteſtable hypocriſy. 


r, Our firſt Reformers were doctrinal Calviniſts; it 
It, was for many years the unanimous opinion of the 
to whole Church, that the Articles were Calviniſtical; 
li and it will hardly ſatisfy an upright man to be told, 
7 in oppoſition to ſuch plain evidence, that a latitude 
tle was intended which the words will not poſſibly admit 
in of, and of which thoſe who lived neareſt to the times 


- of the compilers had no idea. 

I am ſenſible that great numbers defend their Sub- 
is ſcription by the help of Article 6, which is as follows: 
ing «* Holy Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to ſal- 
and « vation; ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor 
mi- « may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any 
, 4 Wl © man, that it ſhould be believed as an Article of the 
25, Wl © Faith, or be thought requifite or neceſſary to ſalva- 
ane tion.“ 
rch To this Article every Chriſtian, when properly 
called upon, will give his chearful aſſent: But how 
could it ever have entered into the heart of man, to 
— = «tnd a Subſcription to doctrines contrary to Scrip- 
B 2 ture, 
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ture, becauſe one Article of the Subſcription is, that 
Scripture is to be the rule of Faith? 

This being an Article of the Church, it may be 
urged as an argument of the impropriety and abſur- 
dity of impoſing others, but it can never juſtify a 
Subſcription to them. 

There is no clauſe inſerted, ſignifying that the 39 
Articles themſelves, of which this is one, are only to 
be received as far as they are agreeable to Scripture. 

The 8th Article expreſsly declares, that the Atha- 
naſian Creed may be proved by moſt certain warrant 
« of Holy Scripture.” By the 36th Canon, every 
Clergyman engages © that he will miniſter with faith- 
« ful diligence, the doctrine, and ſacraments, and dif- 
« cipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, and 
„ as this Church and Realm hath received the ſame." 

The firſt part of the propoſition 1s unexception- 
able; but how can any perſon ſubſcribe to the latter 
part, unleſs he 'be fully perſuaded: that the Church 
and Realm have received the true doctrines of 
Chriſt ?- | 

This clauſe is intirely ſuperfluous, unleſs it be 
meant to exclude all but ſuch ; and in like manner, 
though the Scriptures are declared in the Articles to 

be the rule of faith, yet it was undoubtedly intended 
when the other Articles were compiled, that all thoſe 
ſhould be excluded from officiating as Miniſters in 
the Church, who did not believe them to be ſtrictly 


agreeable to the ſaid rule. 
2 This 


( 21 ) 

This appears to be the caſe beyond all contradic- 
tion, from another clauſe of this 36th Canon, . by 
which the ſubſcriber declares, © That he does willingly, 
« and ex animo, acknowledge all and every the Articles 
contained in the Boot of Articles of Religion, being 
« in number nine-and-thirty, to be agreeable to the 
* Word of God.” 

And to prevent (as far as human prudence and 
policy can prevent) any equivocation or mental re- 
ſervation, every Clergyman is obliged, © ſeparately 
« and diſtinctly, to read all theſe Articles in the 
© time of Divine Service, within three months after 
«* his being preſented to any living; and then and 
there, in the face of the congregation, to declare 
his approbation of them all “.“ If men can do 
this, and yet be allowed to diſbelieve, to deny, to 
reprobate any one doctrine contained in them, there 
is no oath that can bind, there is nothing which de- 
ſerves the name of falſehood. 


* 


* Mr. Burne, in his Eccleſiaſtical Law, Vol. I. p. 127. 4to. 
mentions the caſe of a Clergyman who was ſued in the Spiritual 
Court, in order to deprivation, for not giving aſſent to the Arti- 
cles; he read the Articles, and then ſaid, * I give my conſent 
unto them, ſo far forth as they agree with the word of God ;” 
and it was adjudged that this was not ſuch an unfeigned aſſent as 
the ſtatute intendeth ; but that the afſent ought to be abſolute and 
without condition. For, as Lord Coke ſaith, ** the act was made 
for the avoiding diverſity of opinions; and by this addition the- 
party might, by his own private opinion, take ſome of them to 
be againſt the word of God: And by this means diverſity of opi- 
nions ſhould not be avoided, and the act hereby made of none 


effect. 
B 3 But 
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But there ſtill remains another impediment. to a 
conformity with the Eſtabliſhment, and that is, the 
forms of worſhip. Subſcriptions and declarations 
but ſeldom occur: The caſe is different with regard 
to the Liturgy, which muſt be conſtantly uſed ; and 
though a Divine may have ſuch. preferment in the 
Church, as to enable him to procure a ſubſtitute for 
the performance of this part of his duty, yet decency 
will require a pretty conſtant atrendance upon the 
public ſervice ; and this is- a mark of approbation 
which a conſcientious man may well ſcruple to give, 
whilſt he has any ſolid objections to it. 

The ſolemn aſſent and conſent, - which perſons 
taking orders muſt give to all and every thing con- 
tained in the book of Common Prayer,“ is a grievous 
impoſition : Is it not however a much harder taſk to 
. uſe phraſes in the moſt ſolemn acts of worſhip, not 
only unſcriptural, but contrary to the doctrines of 
Scripture, and to be obliged to aſcribe glory to the 
Holy Ghoſt as a diſtinct perſon from the Father, de- 
claring that it was ſo from the beginning, and will 
be ſo to the end, when there 1s neither precept nor 
precedent for it in the word of God ? How then 
could it have been the practice from © the beginning?” 
How can any one, who does not believe that this 
kind of worſhip has any foundation in Holy Writ, 
Join in the affirmation, that it “ ever ſhall be?“ 

I do not mean to infinuate, that the ſentiments of 
your Lordſhip, or the doctrine of the Trinity, are 
different from thoſe of the Church; but to one of 

your 
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your liberal and enlarged mind it muſt be yery diſ- 
agreeable, to ſee many worthy men forced from its 
communion, and others reduced to the ſad neceſſity of 
quibbling and evaſion in theſe moſt ſacred matters. 

The Apoſtle declares, that to us there is but one 
God the Father, and one Lord Jeſus Chrift, 1 Cor. 
viii. 6. Through him we have acceſs by one Spirit unto 
the Father, Epheſ. ii. 8. We are commanded to give 
thenks to God and the Father by or through him, 
Col. iii. 17. For this command the Apoſtle had the 
authority of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, who had pro- 
miſed, Jobn xiv. 13, 14. Whatſcever ye ſhall aſe in 
my Name, that will I do. If ye foall aſt any thing in 
my Name, I will do it. 

This appears from many paſſages of Scripture to 
have been the practice of. the Apoſtles; and we are 
alſo authoriſed by St. Peter, 1 Epheſ. v. 11. To 
aſcribe glory and dominion to Chriſt for ever and ever ,” 
and alſo by the beloved diſciple, Rev. 1. 5, 6. not to 
mention what is ſaid with regard to the heavenly 
Hoſt, Rev. v. 8, &c. which will juſtify any Church 
in the uſe of theſe Doxologies ; and being thus re- 
corded, have the force of a command. 

Whether we may direct any prayers to Jeſus Chriſt, 
as a diſtinct object of religious worſhip, is at leaſt 
doubtful, The caſe of the Martyr Stephen, which 
is always alledged in defence of this practice, was a 
very peculiar one. He ſaw the glory of God, and 
Jetus ſtanding on the right-hand of God. It was 
very natural for him to commend his ſpirit to that 

B 4 Jelus, 
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Jeſus, for whoſe ſake he was then expiring ; and ax 
to the prayer for his enemies, his uſing the word 
Lord, by no means implies that it was directed to 
him; this is a title by which the great God himſelf, 
whoſe glory he ſaw, is generally addreſſed. | 
The ſame anſwer may be given to the arguments 
drawn from A#s xxiv. 2 Cor. xii, 8. The circum. 
ſtances were peculiar, the one being for direction in 
the choice of an Apoſtle, the other a petition from 
an Apoſtle to be delivered from an infirmity, which 
he thought prevented his uſefulneſs in that Church 
of which Chriſt was the Head, the government 
thereof having been committed to him by the Father. 
It muſt be acknowledged on all hands, that the 


general direction of the Goſpel is to addreſs the | 


Father in and through Jeſus Chriſt as the Mediator, 

This rule is obſerved in ſome parts of the Litany, 
but there are many deviations from it. 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are 
each of them addreſſed diſtinctly as God ; and after 
that moſt unſcriptural form of 'invocation, © O heh, 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity, three Perſons and one God: 
have mercy upon us miſerable Sinners :” The whole 
(including petitions for the forgiveneſs of ſins, for 
mercies temporal and eternal, for the civil and reli- 
gious intereſts of mankind, and for the various cir- 
cumſtances of our fellow-creatures) is offered up not 
to the God and Father of all in the name of Chriſt, 
but to Chriſt himſelf, as the ſole object of wor- 
ſhip. The Lord's-Prayer is indeed repeated towards 

| the 
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the end, ang another prayer follows it upon the Scrip- 
wre model; after which Chriſt is again addreſſed in 
tis own perſon, 

Now it is well known that many, both of the 
Clergy and Laity, have adopted Dr. Clarke's, and 
zotions ſtill more heterodox with regard to the 
Trinity, and the numbers of ſuch are probably 
ncrealing, | 

[t appears ſtrange to thoſe whoſe minds have not 
received early prejudices in favour of Eſtabliſhments, 
that any Layman can join in prayers formed on a 
ln which he thinks contrary to the Goſpel : It is 
however much more ſtrange, that one who profeſſes 
limſelf to be a Preacher of that Goſpel, and is ſet 
part to explain and inforce its truths, can be the 
nouth of an aſſembly in the performance of ſuch 
worſhip. Did ſuch paſſages occur but once or twice, 
n Arian or Socinian Layman might, with a better 
mace, vindicate his attendance on the worſhip, as he 
night fit down at the time of their being repeated. 
But could an Arian or Socinian Miniſter, with any 
rod conſcience, make uſe of them ? As matters now 
land, the impropriety and unlawfulneſs of perſons 
n ſuch ſentiments, joining in theſe forms, is glaring : 
They are continually occurring ; they are repeated 
gain and again; and he muſt be in a ſtrange diſ- 
racted ſtate of mind, who attends the public ſervice, 
"hout approving the Athanaſian part of it. If 
the excellent Mr. Lindſey obſerves in his Apology) 
inyocations ſo particular, language ſo expreſs and 

«* perſonal, 
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« perſonal, might be ſifted and explained away into] f 
« prayer to one God only, I might, by the like ſup. Wl / 
« poſals and interpretations, bring myſelf to deify 
«and pray to the Virgin Mary; taking her, as the 
&« Papiſts do, to be now alive and beatified in heaven; Wl » 
e and maintain that I was ſtill only praying to the WM it 
4 one God, who was thus invoked in his creature that 
« was ſo nearly united to him.“ Surely a man, an Will « 
enemy to idolatry, might worſhip any of the heavenly Wil 
bodies, or the conſecrated wafer on the Popiſh altar, Wi * 
without deviating farther from that integrity and up- 
rightneſs which ought to attend every act of religion, 
then the enemy to Athanaſianiſm does, who aſcribes 
glory to the Holy Spirit, declaring, * that it was ſo 
from the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be.” 
How can thoſe who confeſs that they do not find any 
ſuch thing in the Scripture, join in ſaying that it was 
from the beginning ; or that it ever ſhall be profeſſed 
and acknowledged, ſince we have ſo much reaſon to 
believe, that every corrupt addition to the words of t 
the Lord Jeſus will in time be utterly rejected by the WM 1 
profeſſors of his religion ? That this time may be 
haſtened, it becomes us to pray; but ſurely nothing 
can fo effectually retard it, as a compliance with 
what we are convinced 1s doubtful and ſpurious. ' 
This is far from being a likely means of en- : 
lightening the ignorant, rouzing the thoughtlels, 
and convincing thoſe of their error who receive : 
them as truths. Surely the Goſpel, though it ex- 
horts us to love one another with à pure heart 


fer 
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fervently *, and forbids our judging a brother, or con- 
denning a brother, yet loudly calls upon all to come 
out from amongſt, and to be ſeparate from thoſe, 
whoſe doctrines and forms are contrary to their own 
views and ſentiments, after a ſerious and impartial 
inquiry. 

No, ſays your Lordſhip, in the paſſage before 
quoted (and in which many others agree; many per- 
haps influenced by the authority of ſo great a name) 
« We ought not to be ſuſpected of hypocriſy and 
% prevarication, while we eſteem ourſelves bound to 
keep up all thoſe forms, till relieved by a proper 
« 2uthority, nor ought it to be imputed wholly to 
« our private intereſt, when we miniſterially comply 
« with what we are not able to remove.” If a man 
entertains enlarged ſentiments on religious liberty, he 
muſt certainly do violence to his judgment, when he 
ſuffers himſelf to be ſhackled by the fetters of human 
authority. The title of hypocrite, indeed, belongs 
to thoſe, who, though they diſapprove of theſe things, 
yet conceal their diſlike, as the beſt way of advancing 
their temporal intereſt ; but it is ſomewhat difficult 
to ſay by what name they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed, 
who like your Lordſhip openly acknowledge that 
their practice is greatly at variance with their 
principles. 

To comply with what is wrong, eſpecially in mat- 
ters of ſuch ſacred importance, is to pay very little 


ler 


® 1 Pet. i. 22. Mat. vil. 1. 
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regard to the apoſtolic exhortation, * be not cop. 
formed to this world.” © Miniſterially to comply,” is 
ſubmitting to be the tools of the civil magiſtrate, to 
be uſed by him in any work about which he ſhall 
think proper to employ you, as if you had neither 
will, underſtanding, nor ſentiment of your own, 
Here I cannot avoid aſking, though the queſtion has 
been ſo often repeated : Where would have been our 
Chriſtianity, if the Apoſtles and primitive Biſhops 
where would have been our Reformation, if our Ly- 
thers and Calvins, our Ridleys and Latimers, had 
thus complied ? No man is abſolutely forced to ſub. 
mit to the eſtabliſhed forms. The moderation of the 
times enables thoſe who diſapprove of them, to unite 


in ſocieties where the worſhip may be conducted more | 


agreeable to the rules of reaſon and Scripture: Op- 
portunities for religious improvement are not con- 
fined to the walls of the church. To be reſolved 
« to wait till relieved by a proper authority,” ſeems 
like an acknowledgment, that there is a proper au- 
thority veſted ſomewhere to make theſe terms of 
communion. This authority however 1s controvert- 
ed; it is denied: We have their example to plead 
for denying it, to whom the immediate inſpiration 
of the Almighty had given underſtanding. When 
perſons appear to be fully convinced of this, when 
they declare publickly againſt this claim of autho- 
rity, and yet ſubmit to it, men will naturally aſk, 
What motives could induce them to make this com- 
pliance ? 


As 
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As it happens to be the caſe, that great honours 
and rich preferments are in the gift of the magiſtrate, 
and that a conformity to his injunctions is the only 
way by which they can be obtained, the generality 
are of opinion, that this conſideration has the greateſt 
weight with thoſe who engage in the work of the 
Miniſtry. Whoever has the leaſt acquaintance with 
hiſtory, or knows any thing of our own times, will 
he convinced, that there are ſome of much nobler 
views, and who have from principles of conſcience 
refuſed the emoluments becauſe they ſcrupled the 
terms. But when thoſe who ſee the evil nature and 
tendency of eſtabliſhed creeds and forms, and endea- 
your to convince the world how neceſſary it is to 
make very conſiderable alterations, ſtill continue to 
reap the advantages of their conformity to them, and 
even renew their declarations of aſſent as often as any 
other preferment comes in the way, it ought not to 
be made a matter of wonder, if it be imputed even 
to the low principle of ſelf-intereſt, though few chuſe 
to acknowledge that they are actuated byi it. 

A perſon whoſe whole time has been ſpent in a 
courſe of ſtudy, to fit him for ſome buſineſs or pro- 
feſſion, muſt be very loath to quit it, eſpeciaily if he 
has no other ſupport, and knows of no other employ- 
ment to which he can apply. Great indulgence will 
be ſhewn to ſuch a one, by all the candid and humane. 
Thoſe, however, who excuſe and vindicate a com- 
pliance in ſuch circumſtances, ſhould not think of 
denying that ſelf-intereſt was the motive, but content 

them- 
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ſelves with urging the difficulty of facrificing all re. 
gards to it; a plea which will be much more readily 
admitted. To be reduced to the dilemma either of 
conforming or ſtarving, is dreadful; but I think it 
hardly poſſible that ſuch a caſe ſhould happen. A 
worthy man and a tolerable ſcholar may ſurely earn 
his bread ſome way or other, beſides officiating as a 
Miniſter, unleſs he be of a very ſingular turn of 
mind. Another ſituation perhaps may neither be ſo 
reſpectable or advantageous; but may not a man be 
called by Providence to give this proof of his inte- 
grity, and how can that,-or any other virtue be tried, 
unleſs there be ſome temptation to deviate from it? 
And though a deviation be admitted as an excuſe in 
ſome very trying ſituation, yet the ſame excuſe can 
never be urged when the temptation is removed. We 
ſhould pity the ſtarving wretch ſtealing to ſatisfy a 
preſent neceſſity, but if he plundered his neighbour 
of ſilver and gold, and that time after time, he would 
juſtly be thought a thief and a robber. 

The conſcientious divine ſubſcribing for a ſlender 
ſupport, is an object of compaſſion ; but it re- 
quires a very partial regard for a man to acquit 
him of wandering from the rules of honour and 
integrity, when he repeats this Subſcription to add 
a ſecond living to the firſt, and perſeveres in doing 
it as often as any new preferment or higher poſt 
of honour is offered. Surely it ought not to be 
deemed illiberal, if ſuch a one is charged with 


making a trade of religion ; he has no right to 
4 be 
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be angry with the infidel who ſneers, or the believer 
who reproaches. 

Your Lordſhip, indeed, offers one plea worthy of 
2 Chriſtian Miniſter. You think that the Clergy, 
who wiſh for an alteration in the eſtabliſhed forms, 
ought not to be cenſured when © they patiently remain 
in poſts, dobere it is conceived they may do more good, 
end perform a more acceptable ſervice io our common 
Maſter, than by quitting them.” But how ſhall Men, 
who are to be excited to virtue and piety, by the ex- 
amples as well as by the precepts of their teachers, 
be aſſured, that this is really the grand motive which 
induces them to make theſe compliances, and con- 
tinue to wear the yoke? Will they not ſuſpect that a 
regard for the benefice, and not for the office, leads 
them to make theſe diſagreeable ſubterfuges ? Will 
not the generality be ready to ſay of thoſe divines, 
who expreſs their fears leſt their uſefulneſs ſhould be 
eſſened by a reſignation, that the true cauſe of their 
fear is, that the Church will not be ſo uſeful to 
them ? 

The words of the honeſt and excellent Mr. Lindſey, 
on this head, deſerve to be written in letters of gold : 
« If (ſays he) it be a rule in morals, quod dubitas, 
« non feceris, it is {till more evident, that we are not 
to do any thing that we know to be evil, no, not 
to procure the greateſt good, Rom. iii. 8. For God 
does not want my ſinful act. It would be impious 
to ſuppoſe, that he cannot carry on his government 


* and promote the felicity of his creatures without it. 
« And 


of 

4 And although in his Providence he may bring good 
© out of my evil, yet will he not let the doer of it go 
* unpuniſhed. And if any thing be evil and odious 
* in his ſight, prevarication and falſhood is ſuch; 
« and moſt of all, an habitual courſe thereof in the 
* moſt ſolemn act a creature can be engaged in, the 
« worſhip of him the holy, all-ſceing God.“ 

A good Chriſtian may certainly “ prune many 
wild branches,” „and root out many rank weeds 
from the vineyard of Chriſt,” without taking upon 
him the office of a Miniſter in the Church of England, 
or any other eſtabliſhed Church. The world may be 
inſtructed in the doctrines and duties of the Goſpel 
from the preſs, and if pious, practical treatiſes are 
lighted, it is not the author's fault. Your Lordſhip, 
or any other Clergyman, may open a place of wor- 
ſhip in any part of England, as Mr. Lindſey has 
done in London ; and if but few ſhould attend, the 
promiſe of our bleſſed Saviour is very encouraging: 
Where two or three are gathered together in my Name, 
there am 1 in the midſt of them, Matt. xvin. 20. The 
vineyard of Chriſt is not an incloſure, but a common. 
The Field is the World, Matt. xin. 38. Where-eve 
there are rational creatures, the ſeed may be ſown, 1t 
muſt be left to God to give the increaſe, 1 Cor. ili. 6. 
If men form themſelves into ſocieties, make terms of 
communion unknown to Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and then call their Church the vineyard of the Lord 
will it not become the Servants of Jeſus rather te 


labour without the pale of ſuch a Church, than gal 
admittanc 
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admittance by ſubmitting to rhe uſutpation ? The 


private meeting 1s as much a part of the Lord's vine- 
yard, as the ſtately cathedral; and it is poſſible that 
a man may be as acceptable to God, and as uſeful 
to men, who officiates' in the former as in the 
latter. | » 

My Lord, Perſons who take pains to be acquaint- 
ed with the truth, as it is in Jeſus, who ſpend a great 
part of the week in preparing themſelves for the duties 
of the Sabbath, and make all their ſtudies ſubſer- 
vient to therr uſefulneſs as Miniſters, may impart of 
the fruits of their inquiry with pleaſure to a little 
flock. Such may wiſh for an opportunity of ſowing 
the ſeeds of inſtruction in the public congregation, 
with an humble hope that their endeavours may be 
uſeful ; but ſenſible that God does not expect that 
from them, which they are not able conſcientiouſly 
to do, are thankful for the privilege of the private 
meeting and the ſmaller audience. Such ſtand ſome 


chance of having credit given them, when they de- 


clare that to be uſeful as Minifters is their chief de- 
fire, but even the candid will be tempted to ſuſpect 
thoſe, whoſe labours are rewarded with rich prefer- 
ments and honourable poſts. 

The authors of the Monthly Review for February 
1774, have very well expreſſed my ſentiments on this 
head. In regard to the paſſage which hath occaſioned 
my troubling your Lordſhip with this addreſs, it 
is their opinion, that © a different conduct from what 
you mention might conduce greatly to the ad- 
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© yancement of virtue and true religion. Were but 
'* a few of the ſuperior Clergy, of reſpectable cha- 
* racters and diſtinguiſhed abilities, to unite in en- 
* deavouring to bring about a further reformation, 
< and exert their utmoſt endeavours for this purpoſe, 
* notwithſtanding any oppoſition they might meet 
* with from Miniſters of State, or merely political 
* men, and, failing in the attempt were they to quit 
their ſtations in the Church, ſuch a conduct could 
„ not fail to be attended with the moſt beneficial 
* conſequences. It would ſtamp a real dignity on 
their characters; it would be the ſtrongeſt proof 
* that could poſſibly be given of their ſincerity; it 
* would contribute not a little towards leſſening that 
* contempt for the Clergy, which many Laymen are 
* too apt to expreſs; it would place the neceſſity of 
« altering our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, in the cleareſt 
point of view, and would tend more towards 

« awakening even the moſt thoughtleſs to a ſerious 
« ſenſe of religion, than the moſt judicious and 
i elaborate productions from the preſs *.“ 

' Your Lordſhip, and the Gentlemen to whoſe con- 
ſideration I would humbly offer the remarks con- 
tained in this publication, are without doubt well 
read in that maſterly work the Confeſſional. When 


— 


* Tf I had not thought the paſſage very much to my purpoſe, I 
would not have quoted jt from a Review. It may have the ap- 
arance of courting the favour of the Reviewers, a meanneſs 
which I deſpiſe ; and far am I from thinking ſo meanly of them, 


as to imagine they would ſpare me on this account. 
re- 
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| reviewed the excellent arguments contained in the 
ach chapter of that book, againſt thoſe who oppoſe 
alterations, and they hold equally good againſt thoſe 
who defend their Subſcriptions, by pleading the un- 
fitneſs of the times; that is, in other words, the ob- 
ſtinacy of the Clergy, (as that autbor hath clearly 
ſhewn in the ſame chapter) which hinders the Refor- 
mation they wiſh for, I was much diſcouraged, though 
| kad taken up my pen on purpofe to obviate the 
latter plea. If ſuch an Hercujean reaſoner hath not 
been able to lence the argument, furely I muſt ex- 
p:& that my labour will be in vain. I encourage 
myfclf, however, with the hope, that no attempt, 
made to ferve the cauſe of truth, will be intirely 
uſeleſs ; 1f new arguments are not offered, old ones 
may be called to remembrance, and, thoſe who have 
not ſeen one publication, may happen to meet with 
another. Curioſity may induce ſome to read what 
an author hath the boldneſs to lay before the public 
in an addreſs to one of the Biſhop of Carliſle's emi- 
nence. If only the author himſelt is eſtabliſhed more 
&:mly in honeſt and worthy principles, a good end is 
obtained. It is now about 50 years (ſays the au- 
«* thor of the Confeſſional, and many more are added 
to the number) ſince the venerable Biſhop of Win- 
« cheſter advanced this maxim of conſidering the 
„world as it is, rather than as it ought to be; and 
as the maxim itſelf has been almoſt univerſally 
* adopted by the Clergy, it is but reaſonable to 
* expect that it ſhould by this time have been juſtified 
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ce by better fruits, than would have been brought 


e forth by our endeavouring to reform the world by 

< the ſtricter precepts of the Gaſpel. Are then the 
men or the times, upon whom theſe acconimo- 
« dating methods have been tried, in any better dif. 
« poſition than they were before they were intro- 
&« duced ? Are their prejudices rooted out, their tem- 
<« pers ſoftened, their conſtitutions refined, or their 
e manners purified, by theſe” prudential expedients of 
Reformation? The Biſhop of Wincheſter's maxim 
« js, however, in as much repute as ever. And no 
e wonder. Doctrines which have in them ſo much 
e eaſe and convenience, with reſpect to the teachers 
4 of Religion, and ſo plauſible an air of moderation 
&« towards their diſciples, are in no danger of going 
&« gut of faſhion, let them be confronted by ever fo 
e many plain facts, or refuted by ever fo ſolid rea- 
« ſoning. They paſs from hand to hand with the 
« perfect approbation of all ſides; and with whom- 
« ſoever it is that we have any diſputes, of which 
the conduct of the Clergy makes a part, Diſquiſi- 


& tors, Diſſenters, Infidels, or Heretics, the apology | 


&« js always drawn from the nature and neceſſity of 
the times.” , Confeſſional, p. 344. 2d edit. 

This apology is worn thread- bare; if men conti- 
nue to be proud and covetous, and ready to make 
their Religion ſubſervient to their worldly intereſt, it 
will be full as good a hundred years hence as it is 
now. Since therefore the peaceable compliance re- 


commended by it, has not been attended with the 
4 . | deſired 
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deſired effect, and if we may conclude from what is 
paſt, is not likely to be fo for the time to come, it may 
perhaps be better to try ſome other method. There 
muſt certainly be ſome extraordinary comfort admi- 
niſtered by Subſcriptions, or good men could not 
endure the yoke ſo long, without finding their pa- 
tience at all exhauſted; but they might give full 
as good a proof of their being poſſeſſed of that virtue, 
if they would ſubmit to the inconveniences ariſing 
from a refuſal of thoſe comforts which Subſcription 
beſtows. | 

Let thoſe Divines, who are perſuaded that the 
terms of Conformity are improper, reſign their pre- 
ferments, leave the Communion of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and thus let their actions ſpeak them to be 
in earneſt, This will be a convincing proof to the 
world, that they believe the objections they make to 
be of an important and intereſting nature. It will be 
a noble proof of their zeal for pure Chriſtianity, if 
they will make fo great a ſacrifice as an evidence of 
their ſincere attachment to it. This will help to 
filence the Infidel, who, it cannot be denied, has 
ſome cauſe to form an opinion of the Clergy, not 
much to the credit of Religion, Every rational 
ſeceder from a wealthy eſtabliſhment does much to 
wipe off this reproach; and we have reaſon to rejoice 
in that there have been ſome ſuch in every age, and 
their numbers have been great ſince the happy æra 
of the Reformation, 
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Your Lordſhip indeed ſays, * If our firſt Refor- 
« mers had quitted their ſtations in the Church, in- 
<« ſtead of uſing all their endeavours to amend it; 
* ſhould we have had reaſon to admire their ſpirit, 


or applaud their conduct at this day?“ Without 


pretending to rival your Loriſhip in hiſtorical 
knowledge, I may venture to affirm that this paſſage 
by no means conveys a proper idea of the conduct of 
thoſe ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed by the venerable name 
of Reformers ; nor is it a fair repreſentation of what 
thoſe, whom you cenſure as too ſanguine and warm, 
would wiſh you and others, who are now pleading 
for a farther Reformation, to do. 

Our great Reformer Wickliffe, did not indeed 
leave the Church of Rome, and gather a ſeparate 
congregation ; but we may be very certain, from the 
accounts which we have of this extraordinary man, 
that when he wrote againſt indulgences and pardons 
he never traded in them; that as he oppoſed the 
doctrine of Purgatory, he ceafed to offer up prayers 
for departed ſouls, and having declared againſt the 
authority of the Pope, that he never acknowledged 
it, for the fake of adding ſome other preferment, to 
the living of Lutterworth, which was all he had. 
He wiſhed to fee many things altered, and his beſt 
abilities were exerted in the attempt, without any 


regard to the ſecurity of his own private emoluments. 


Many of his followers worſhipped God according to 
the dictates of their conſciences, aſſembling together 
in private retirements, from whence numbers of 

them 
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them were dragged to the gibbet and the ſtake, juſtly 
thinking that they were performing a very acceptable 
ſervice to the great Head of the Church, by laying 
down their lives for the brethren, for their fellow- 
citizens and countrymen z ſome of whom were, by 
this means, excited to pay a very ſerious attention to 
the concerns of Religion; and a way was paved to 
prepare the minds of men for that Reformation, to 
which their compliance with the then eſtabliſhed 
forms would have contributed very little. 

John Huſs would not, in all probability, have been 
burnt, had he ſubmitted to  Fecant, as required by 
the Clergy in power, 

Jerome, of Prague, the diſciple and friend of Huſs, 
was prevailed upon to make a recantation, but he 
afterwards ſeverely condemned himſelf for it: Yes, 
(ſaid he) © with horror I confeſs my baſe cowardice ; 
e it was only the dread of the puniſhment. by fire 
* which made me to conſent, againſt my conſcience, 
* to the condemnation of the doctrines of Wickliffe 
and John Huſs *,” To make all poſſible amends 
for this weakneſs, he ſuffered patiently and chearfully, 
linging hymns when going to the flames. Would 
theſe men, my Lord, have declared their aſſent and 
oft conſent to Articles propoſed by the governing powers, 
contradicting their avowed principles, under the pre- 


m 

T tence of being deſirous to continue 1n ſtations where 
* they might do ſome good ? This would certainly 
her 9 ” — c — — 
of * Biographical Dictionary, vol, vii. p. 41. 
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have, brought diſgrace upon themſelves and their 
writings ; their conduct might perhaps have been 
approved by the cautious and timid, but there would 
have been no room for applauding their ſpirit, 
Their doctrines after this would have been little at- 
tended to, or at beſt only have made hypocrites as 
faſt as they made proſelytes, unleſs the diſciples had 
been endowed with | more ſpirit than the maſters, 
It was their patient ſuffering which ſtamped their 
names with immortal honour; and what numbers 
have been ſince raiſed up, and called them blefled ? 

The brave Lord Cobham, whoſe name ] ſcarce 


ever mention without rapture, bore a like noble teſti. 
mony to the cauſe of truth, without having recourſe . 
to ſubterfuges and evaſions. The Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, not ſatisfied with his Lordſhip's opinions 
upon the doctrines about which he was called in 
queſtion, told him, © that the determination of holy 
„Church, by which all Chriſtians ought to abide, 
<« ſhould be given him as a direction of his Faith.“ 
Uſeful and important as his life might have been, not 
only to thoſe who began to ſee and to diſlike the 
errors of Popery, but to his country in general, he 
did not endeavour to preſerve it by an aſſent to ſuch 
determinations, but was reſolved to abide by the 
doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. He was con- 
demned as a Heretic, and accuſed hkewiſe to his 
prince of being a traytor ; but he would not ſubmit 
to any compliances unworthy of a Chriſtian, even to 
avoid the diſgrace and torment of being hung up 

| alive 
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live in chains (faſtened round his body) upon a gal- 
bows, and thus burnt to death. 
This noble ſufferer was, indeed, a Layman, but: 
te was nevertheleſs an example of patience and in- 
zgrity, to which even a Biſhop may look with reve- 
ence; and I make no doubt, but that the Biſhop of 
(xliſle has the higheſt veneration for his memory. 
Luther, Melancthon, Zuinglius, Calvin, and thoſe 
cher great men, to whom ſo many nations and pro- 
inces are indebted for their deliverance from the 
Popiſh yoke, ſeparated from the Communion of the 
Church of Rome, and - contented themſelves with 
toſe leſſer emoluments and inferior honours, which 
he then low ſtate of Proteſtantiſm could afford, 
ad of which they ſtood in continual danger of 
ting deprived. | 
The worthies who adorn the annals of our own 
wuntry, did not go on ſubſcribing to the doctrines, 
ad aſſenting to the uſe of all the forms which were 
rained in the Church. Light broke in upon them 
madually, and they went on reforming accordingly. 
They did not leave the Communion of the Church, 
wr throw up their offices in it, becauſe alterations 
ere continually making favourable to their views. 
n the boiſterous days of Henry VIII. they made 
me progreſs, and a very fair proſpect was opening 
bwards the cloſe of his reign, which made the re- 
raning burden fit eaſy, by inſpiring a chearful hope 
| getting quite rid of it. When queen Mary 
cended the throgg, theſe hopes were blaſted, and 
then 


Cr] 
then the pillars of the Reformation would not appear il; 
to be the ſupporters of Popery. They preferred g 
exile to poſts of dignity, and ſuffered their bodies to 
be burned, rather than make declarations incon. L 
ſiſtent with that ſimplicity and godly ſincerity which 
ought ever to diftinguiſh the diſciples of Jeſus, 
Their ſufferings proved in the event more ſerviceable Will 
to the cauſe of Religion, than all their labours could 
have done had they conformed to the times. Farrar, 0 
Hooper, Latimer, Ridley, and Cranmer, were wor- 
thy of thoſe high ſtations in the church to which 


Providence raiſed them : Poſterity reveres them as , 
Biſhops, but their patiently undergoing the fiery Wl , 
trial, is that which renders their memory moſt dear WM .. 
and facred. Had they not been Martyrs as' well as v 


Biſhops, of how great an honour would this country 
and the Reformation itſelf have been deprived? 
Precious are the names of Philpot and Rogers *, 
Bradford and Taylor, Saunders and Simpſon, and 
many more, the illuſtrious examples of manly forti- 


—— * 


This true Saint and Martyr was Rector of St. Sepulchre's, in 
London; and ſo little did the terrible ſentence of burning affright 
him, that on the morning of his execution he was ſo faſt aſleep as 
not to be eaſily wakened. He had a wife and ten children, who 
all met him as he was going to the ſtake; but this affecting cir- 
cumſtance did not abate his conſtancy. A pardon was offered 
him if he would recant, but the fire was leſs dreadful to him than 
life upon ſuch terms, which, as he declared, he reſigned up with 
joy, as a teſtimony to the doctrine which he had preached. 
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ade and Goſpel integrity. Nor ought + Coverdale, 
Fox, Sandys, Grindal, Sampſon, Humphreys, Jewel, 
nd other ſuch like worthy confeſſors to be forgot, 
who forſook every dear and valuable connection in 
their native land, rather than countenance what their 
judgments led them to diſapprove, though eſtabliſhed 
by the greateſt authority. What true Proteſtant is 
there, who does not, to this day, «© admire their 
ſpirit, and applaud their conduct?“ 

fhould not have mentioned theſe things in an 
addreſs to your Lordſhip, had not your expreſſion, 


to my great ſurprize conveyed, what appears to me, 


2 wrong idea of the behaviour of our firit Reformers, 
ind alſo of what is now expected by many, as the 
proper method to be taken by perſons in your Lord- 
ſhip's ſentiments, 

Had our Reformers quitted their ſtations in thi 
Church, and retired into ſilence and obſcurity, in- 
lead of endeavouring to point out the corruptions of 
Religion, and obtain an alteration, they would then 
have been very blameable. They were ſtrenuous and 
unremitring in pulling up the rank weeds, and cut- 
ing down the wild branches of the vineyard; and 
whilſt they had opportunity for doing this in their 


* 


This Divine was a foreigner of eminent piety, and a zealous 
preacher ; on which account he was made Biſhop of Exeter by the 
eli gious king Edward. In the reign of queen Mary he left both 
lis Biſkopric and the kingdom, but returned again after her 
eath, and preached in London, where he was much followed, 
il God called him to his reward. 
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reſpective poſts, it was their duty to remain in them; 
but no ſooner was an obligation laid upon them, 
either virtually to condemn their principles, or be 
removed from the places they had ſo worthily and 
uſcfully filled, than they did not heſitate, but followed 
the plain dictates of uprightneſs and integrity. They 
ſubjected themſelves to deprivations and impriſon- 
ments, thus proving themſelves ſincere ; but not con- 
tent with this alone, they ſtill exerted their abilities 
to the utmoſt, in trying to open the eyes of the de- 
luded people, till God himſelf put an end to their 
labours, by ſuffering them, in his wiſe Providence, 
to become victims to the burning zeal of their per- 
ſecutors. | . 

Many of the friends of Chriſtian Liberty wiſh to 
ſee your Lordſhip, and ſome others, follow ſuch great 
examples (ardently hoping, however, that you will 
never be expoſed to trials ſo very ſnarp and ſevere) 
and in imitation of the confeſſors, who are the glory 


of the preſent age, Robertſon and Lindley, give vp 


preferments which ſo many, both of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment and amongſt the Diſſenters, are of opinion, 


' thoſe cannot hold with a good canſcience, whole 


ideas of Scripture are different from the ſenſe which 
the.Church puts upon it. This would by no means 
oblige you to remit in your endeavours, as to ob- 
taining an amendment. The preſs would be open; 
and if the apology of a Vicar for reſigning his hving 
excited ſuch attention, how much would it be in- 
creaſed if a Biſhop publiſhed an apology for reſigning 
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his See, diſplaying to the world the principles which 
ed him to it, and adding one more to the glorious 


number of thoſe who have preferred the reproach of 


Chriſt to all the riches of the world? 

If not only your Lordſhip, but all thoſe other 
worthies who joined in the late petition, could be 
perſuaded to do this, what a noble inſtance of ſelf. 
denial would it be to filence the reproaches of infidels 


in theſe days of refinement and effeminacy ? Would - 
it not, in all probability, greatly tend to promote a 


ſpirit of inquiry amongſt the Laity, which might be 
attended with the happieſt effects? When the man- 
ners of the age are reformed, then there is reaſon to 
hope that the public ſyſtem of Religion will be al- 
tered; and as a truly diſintereſted conduct in the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel would be the moſt likely 
means of promoting the one, ſo by natural conſe- 
quence it would have the beſt tendency to effect the 
other. 0 | 
To my knowledge, and that of fome of my parti- 
cular friends, there are numbers of the Laity quite 
diſſatisfied with the public forms; and yet from a 
blameable averſion of appearing ſingular, will not 
join diſſenting congregations, but grow more and 
more indifferent to Religion in general, and are in 
danger of becoming a prey to infidelity. It is im- 
poſſible to join with true devotion, when the language 
uſed in the worſhip i is at variance with the opinions 
of the worſhippers; it muſt be productive of -great 
coldneſs, and naturally leads to Scepticiſm. 
| " 
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Such are more likely to be wrought upon by 
conduct like that of Mr. Lindſey, than by ten thou. 
ſand arguments to form themſelves into ſocietics, 
where the Divine Being may be addreſſed in a may. 
ner agreeable to their apprehenſions of his perfec- 
tions and attributes, and thus they and their reſpec. 
tive families be grounded in the principles of virtue 
and true Religion. When this is rendered leſs ſingu- 
lar, a great impediment will be removed; and ſurely 
it is the duty of all the friends, much more of the 
Miniſters of Religion, to ſee to it; not only that 


* they * do not lay a flumbling-block, or an occaſion to 


fall, in a brother's «ay;” but allo to uſe their beſt 
endeavours to remove all ſuch obſtructions, without 
Paying any regard to the expence and labour. 

A Biſhop indeed enjoys a. poſt of great honour in 
the Church, as eſtabliſhed by law; but to be the 
Biſhop or Paſtor of a very ſmall congregation, formed 
upon pure Scriptural principles (according to a man's 
own ideas of it) would be a much more honourable, 
and perhaps uſeful poſt, in the Church of Chriſt a 
large, and inſpire the mind with an humble but well 
grounded hope of being exalted, by the great Lord 
of all, to felicity and glory, when earthly diſtinctions 
will be quite diſregarded. 

Of this our Reformers were perſuaded ; they acted 
agreeably to this perſuaſion; the vindication there- 
fore, which your Lordſhip offers for yourſelf and 
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ſme others, dogs not receive any countenance from 
their examples. | 

Some there were indeed, who ſaid all they could, 
without expoſing themſelves to thoſe ſufferings, which 
the boldneſs and perſevering firmneſs of others brought 
upon them, 

The learned and amiable Eraſmus ſtands at the 
head of theſe, and may with propriety be called chief 
of the trimmers. 

Dr. Jortin apologizes for this great man by ſup- 
poſing, that © he was not intirely free from the pre- 
* judices of education; that he had ſome indiſtinct 
« 2nd confuſed notions about the authority of the 
« Church Catholic, which made it not lawful to de- 
part from her, corrupted as he believed her to be; 
and that he was much ſhocked by the violent mea- 
* ſures which were purſued by the Reformers, as well 


med as by the violent quarrels which aroſe among them.“ 
in's WJ The Doctor cannot be perſuaded, © that the fear of 
ble, WH © loſing his penſions, and coming to want, ever made 
at WW © Eraſmus ſay or do things which he thought un- 
ell- Wh © lawful; yet ſuppoſes that he might be afraid of 
ord * diſobliging ſeveral of his oldeſt and beſt friends, 
ons * who were againſt the Lutheran Reformation, ſuch 


* a3 Henry VIII. Charles V. the Popes, Wolſey, 
ted Wl © &c. and alſo his patrons Warham, Montjoy, More, 
re- * Tonſtall, Fiſher, Bembus, &c. and all theſe things 
nd WF © might influence his judgment, though he himſelf 
— WH © vas not at all aware of it. There is no neceſſity 

* to ſuppoſe that he acted againſt his conſcience, in 
me * adhering 
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* adhering to the Church of Rome; no, he per. 
« ſuaded himſelf that he did as much as piety and 
prudence required from him, in cenſuring her 
« defects *.“ | 

| This is probable, for he ſays of himſelf, © I follow 
e the deciſions of the Pope and the Emperor, when 
e they are right, which is acting religiouſly : I ſubmit 
* to them, when they are wrong, which is acting 
* prudently; and I think it is lawful for good men 
« to behave themſelves thus, when there is no hope 
of obtaining any more *.“ 

It appears, however, very plainly, from the ac- 
counts which we have of Eraſmus, that he acted a 
very ſhuffling and evaſive part, and was ſhy of ac- 
knowledging thoſe principles which in his heart he 
approved and ever reverenced. We are, as Dr. 
Jortin obſerves, © as Proteſtants, certainly much 
« obliged to Eraſmus, for ſpending a long, laborious 
« life, in oppoſing ignorance and ſuperſtition ; yet we 
* are- mpre obliged to Luther, Melancthon, and 
„other authors of the Reformation.” Eraſmus 
is not intitled to the character of the Chriſtian hero, 
nor to be recommended as an example worthy the 
imitation of the diſciples of Jefus, who like good 
ſoldiers ought to defend the cauſe of their great 
leader, even unto death. Thoſe, however, in our 
days, who juſtify a like conduct, by the authority ot 
ſo. great a name, would do well to remember, that 


— 


— 
* See Biographical Dictionary, article Eraſmus. 
| Eraſmus 


— ee „ a+ „ ·˙— a 


hope 


AC 
ed a 
f ac- 
rt he 
Dr. 
much 
rious 
et ve 

and 
mus 
hero, 
y the 
good 
great 
n Our 
ity of 
„ that 


— — 


aſmus 


4 49 1 

Fraſmus had ſomething to plead in his favour, which 
they. cannot. An open rupture with the Church of 
Rome, would have expoſed him not only to poverty, 
but to the flames. Againſt a death fo terrible, the 
weakneſs of human nature ſtrongly reluctates; he 
would very. poſſibly have been content to have given 
up both honour and wealth, could he have been 
aſſured that no ſeverer proof of his integrity would 
have been required. But be this as it may, with 
regard to him, whoever makes any compliances con- 
trary to the dictates of conſcience, to avoid ſome 
preſent inconveniencies (to ſay no more of it) acts a 
part very unbecoming the dignity of man. 

The illuſtrious Father Paul ſtands alſo in the fore- 
moſt rank of the timorous and cautious Reformers. 
It is very certain that he was but a luke warm Papiſt; 
the zealots hated him; one of the Pope's Nuncios 
raving at him, declared, that he was worſe than 
Luther or Calvin; and though he lived to his ſeventy- 
ſecond year, yet Pope Gregory the X Vth, when he 
heard of his death, was tranſported, as if it had been 
a miracle, and could not help ſpeaking of it as the 
handy-work of God to take him out. of the world. 
The Reformed urged him to declare publickly in 
their favour, but his anſwer was, © that God had not 
given him the ſpirit of a Luther.” Some interpret 
this ſaying as a cenſure upon, the great warmth of 
that eminent man; but there is reaſon to infer, 
both from his writings and his general character, that 
he was conſcious how much he loved caſe and quiet, 
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which, as he had not the reſolution to ſacrifice, he k 
could not perſuade himſelf to engage openly in a Wl © 

cauſe requiring activity and boldneſs. But what did 
this illuſtrious man gain by his moderation? The : 
advocates for the court of Rome diſparaged his abili. . l. 
lities, vilified his character, and hired deſperadoes to (0 
aſſaſſinate him, who gave him fifteen wounds, and left A 
him for dead, though he was providentially and won- an 
derfully recovered. They could not have done worſe = 
had he left their communion, which would, in all pe 
probability, have been of great ſervice to the Pro- 
teſtant cauſe; for ſo great was his authority in the 
famous Republic of Venice, that his perſeverance 
and reſolution might have determined them to ſhake 
off the Papal yoke, and baniſh many of its groſſer 
ſuperſtitions, when the quarrel happened between WM © 
that Republic and the court of Rome, which was Wl ** 
without doubt the moſt favourable opportunity that WI*! 
ever offered. *k 
It is ſaid of Father Paul's dear friend Fulgentio, that WI " 
preaching upon Pilate's queſtion, © what is trutb?” . 
he told the audience that at laſt, after many ſearches, f 
he had found it out; and holding forth a New Wl " 
Teſtament, ſaid it was there in his hand: But, ſays I 


he, putting it again into his pocket, the book is Ws 
prohibited.” rfl 

The man who could make this acknowledgment, mi 
and yet ſubmit to the prohibition, deſerves our pity: dere 


And who can avoid blaming him, whom the love 


of prigate ſtudy and eaſe could induce to be ſilent, 
whilſt 


ty: 


lent, 
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whilſt truth, revealed truth, was concealed from his 
countrymen ? 

] have heard of Faber, a very learned Frenchman, 
2 cotemporaty and friend of Eraſmus, and who like 
him ſaw the neceſſity of a Reformation, yet adhered 
to the communion of the Church, that he was much 
iffeted with his conduct at the cloſe of his life. It 
was not a long illneſs which naturally ſinks the ſpirits, 
and often leads to melancholy reflections, which ſug- 
reſted his penitential ſentiments. * He and ſome 
« other learned men, whoſe converſation greatly 
« pleaſed Margaret, queen of Navarre, dined with 
« her one day, when, in the midſt of the entertain- 
ment, Faber began to weep. The queen aſking 
« the reaſon of it, he anſwered, That the enormity 
* of his fins threw him into grief; not that he had 
«ever been guilty of debaucheries, or the like, but 
he reckoned it a very great crime, that having 
* known the truth, and taught it to ſeveral perſons 
* who had ſealed it with their blood, he had had the 
* weakneſs to keep himſelf in a place of refuge, far 
from the countries where crowns of Martyrdom 
ere diſtributed *,” 

There have been doubts with regard to the truth of 
ths ſtory ; but it muſt be acknowledged, that ſuch 
rfletions were very natural upon a conduct in life, 
mach even ſelf-love can hardly approve, and which 
here is reaſon to apprehend no man will be able to 


® See Biographical DiQtionary, article Faber. 
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defend at the bar of the great judge of the worid, 
once its humble ſuffering Saviour, ſurrounded by the 
noble army of Martyrs, who followed thig great 
Captain of their Salvation, even unto. death. In the 
ſeaſon of health and vigour, a degree of pride may 
reign in the breaſt, hardly conſcious of its ſway, 
rendering a man averſe: to join himſelf. to a ſmall and 
deſpiſed party, whoſe "tenets his judgment approves, 
and to the promotion of Which he would devote his 
own abilities, did not the preferments and dignities 
of a flouriſhing eſtabliſhment captivate his m with 
their charms. 0 

The prejudices of education, alſo, Joo retain their 
ſtrength z to break off from old connections is diff. 
cult, and the fear of ſingularity had a great effect 
even upon the honeſt ſoul of a Lindley. 

Theſe arc conſiderations which will lead the candid 
and humanc to judge favourably: They may ſilence, 
perhaps entirely ſuppreſs, the voice of conſcience, 
when calling upon the man and the Miniſter, to 
purſue the plain path of honeſty. But can any thing 
inſpire a man with noble confidence and aſſured hope, 
when the deſire of worldly eſteem and honour begin 
to abate, and life draws near to a- cloſe, except a 
conſciouſneſs. of that which was a matter of ſuch joy 
to Paul and Timothy, , that in fimplicity' and godly 
fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
Cod, they had had their converſation in the world“? And 
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more abundantly (add they) to you-wards ;“ you to 
whom we have ſtood in the important relation of 
teachers and guides. St. Paul well knew how to 
condeſcend to the weakneſſes and prejudices of man- 
kind, but nothing could ever prevail with him to 
give a ſanction to the making any thing whatever a 
neceſſary term of communion, which incroached upon 
Chriſtian liberty. 

Had Dr. Clarke thrown up his preferments, when 
he diſcovered the errors of the Athanaſian doctrine, 
inſtead of ſpending his precious time in fruitleſs en- 
deavours, to reconcile a ſubmiſſion to eſtabliſhed Sub- 
ſcriptions and Forms, with his real ſentiments, he 
might have been much more uſefully employed, in 
expoſing other abſurdities; and ſuch a proof of his 
integrity would have greatly recommended his wrt- 
tings. This admirable man is an inſtance of human 
weakneſs; he was neither covetous of wealth, nor 
ambitious of honour, if ſo, his deſires might have been 
gratified. He could not, however, be perſuaded to 
quit the reſpectable and valuable preferment, which 
a queen had beſtowed upon him; and though his 
moderation appeared, in that he fought for nothing 
cher or higher, yet to what meannels did he ſtoop, 
in hiring another to read thoſe forms which he diſ- 
approved, and in affording his adverſaries ſo much 
reaſon to charge him of © excuſing a fraudulent Sub- 
ſcription, by the help of quirks and ſubtleties ?? His 
writings made many converts, but had he been con- 
litent, his example would have made many more, 
1 The 
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The Clergy themſelves, though ſo very tenacious 
of their forms, might have been alarmed at the log 


' which the Venerable Mother would have ſuſtained by 


ſuch a Son's renouncing her Communion, and haye 
been inclined more than by all he could have wrote, 
to prevent ſuch deſertions, by making a few deſired 
alterations, 

My Lord, the wiſe, the reverend head, muſt be 
laid low in the duſt. - The time is haſtening on when 
you, and your brethren of the Clergy, the friends 
and well-wiſhers to the cauſe of Truth and Liberty, 
muſt be removed from this ſcene of action. The 
name of Law will ſhine in the hiſtoric page, and be 
mentioned with eſteem and reverence, by the wiſe an] 
good of ſucceeding generations. It is not your having 
been at the head of a College, or inthroned in a Ca- 
thedral, which will obtain for you this honour. No, 
my Lord, your learned labours in the cauſe of reli 
gion, your friendly aid lent to thoſe who wiſh to ſee 
Chriſtianity appear in its native heauty, ftript of all 
human additions and inventions; theſe are the actions 
which will entitle you to diſtinction and applauſe, 
It does not, however, require a ſpirit more than or- 
dinary prophetic to foretel, that your admirers will 
expreſs their wiſhes, that you had not died a Biſhop 
(if this ſhould be the caſe) and lament that the farther 
reformation of the chriſtian world was retarded by 
ſuch a friend of truth and liberty. 

Compliance with eſtabliſhed errors can never be 


the means of getting rid of them. The expectation 
ſeems 
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ſeems to be abſurd in itſelf ; experience hath: con- 
firmed to us that this 'is not the way; and it will 
ſtamp immortal honour upon, and add unſpeakable 
dignity to your Lordſhip's name, and the name of 
others your aſſociates, if they will try that experi- 
ment, which unprejudiced reaſon would direct to, as 
the moſt honourable, as well as the moſt likely me- 
thod of advancing the wiſhed for reformation, 

Totake ſuch aſtep requires reſolution, requires ſelf 
denial, requires a firm ang ſteady faith in the provi- 
dence of God; but it will yield unſpeakable ſatis- 
faction, it will intitle you to eternal praiſe, it will 
recommend and enforce thoſe great truths of reli- 
gion, to promote a regard to which is the nobleſt 
employment of life, more than ten thouſand argu» 
ments. 

To act thus appears to be the command of God 
himſelf, and of ſuch a conduct his faithful ſervants, 
whoſe names are recorded with honour in holy 
writ, are ſo many ſhining examples, and loudly call 
upon the diſciples of Jeſus in eyery age to follow 
the diftates of conſcience, and to tread in the ſteps 
of their maſter, both through evil report and good re- 
port, through honour and diſhonour *, 

Abraham, at the divine command, Þ /eft his coun- 
try, and his kindred, and his father's houſe +. Moſes, 
with true greatneſs of ſoul, refuſed to be called the ſon of 
Pharoab's daughter, efteeming reproach for Chriſt greater 
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riches than the treaſures in Egypt. When the Jews had 
corrupted their religion, by adopting rites and cere- 
monies forbidden by their law, which by degrees led 
them into a total diſregard to it, the prevailing idola- 
try of the times was never alledged by any true ſer. 
vants of God as an excuſe for giving it the leaſt 
countenance. The perſecution was ſevere and bloody ; 
both the governors and the people had forſaken the 
covenant, and yet in this ſeaſon of diſtreſs and dan- 
ger it was not ſufficient merely to remonſtrate againſt 
their wickedneſs ; thoſe only were accounted faithful 
« <whoſe knees had not bowed to Baal, and whoſe mouths 
had not kiſſed his image. Of theſe worthies there 
were ſeven thouſand. 

+ Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego were exalted to 
poſts of great dignity and authority in the court of 
King Nebuchadnezzar, and were, without doubt, 
enabled by this means to do many kind offices to their 
countrymen in captivity; but neither a regard to 
their own ſafety, nor the ſpecious excuſe of being 
uſeful to their brethren, which would perhaps in that 
caſe have ſuggeſted itſelf to ſome minds, could pre- 
vail upon them to worſhip the golden image which 
the king had ſet up. They knew the thing was wrong 
in itſelf, and therefore © they were not careful to an- 
fewer the king in that matter,” but immediately gave 
a plain and determined reply. It appears (to me at 
leaſt) very clear and evident that Nebuchadnezzar 
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had as much right to ſet up a golden image, and 
command all his ſubjects to worſhip it, as any gover- 
nors whatever, even of the chriltian religion have, 
to make articles of faith and eſtabliſh modes of wor- 
ſhip, for which they have no warrant in holy writ, 
and then puniſh men in any reſpect for refuſing a 
compliance. Bowing down to an image 1s giving 
that honour which is due only to God, to a very un- 
yorthy object. Every man muſt judge for himſolf, 
but it is in my opinion an equal act of diſobedience 
to our divine maſter, to comply with the injunctions 
of thoſe, who arrogate to themſelves a right of im- 
poſing their own interpretations of his word, upon the 
faith and conſciences of others, and declare that they 
have authority in matters of faith. Was I forced 
either to bow down and worſhip a golden image, 
(whether it was deſigned to repreſent ſome deity, or 
the chief magiſtrate himſelf) or to declare in a chriſtian 
congregation my unfeigned aſſent to the thirty-nine 
Articles of the Church of England, I really believe I 
ſhould prefer doing the former, if the weakneſs of 
human nature ſhould prevent me from ſacrificing 
my life to my duty. In ſuch circumſtances, to give 
aſſent by a motion of the body, to what the heart 
diſapproves, would be rather more tolerable, than in 
a worſhipping aſſembly to make a ſolemn declaration 

of it with the voice. | 
All the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems of religion, of which I 
know any thing, are ſo contrary in many reſpects to 
the pure and undefiled doctrines of Jeſus, that the 
men 
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men who through ignorance receive them as his, are 
in danger of forming full as unworthy ſentiment; 
concerning his teachings, as idolaters are of the Su- 
preme Being himſelf ; and thoſe who comply with 
either, through the influence of worldly hopes or 
fears, are equally to be pitied or condemned as coy. 
ards or knaves. 

Our bleſſed Lord hath told us, one ig your maſter, 
even Cbriſt, and all ye are brethren, and we have his 
expreſs command to call no man father upon earth *, 
Theſe precepts forbid our ſubmiſſion to any human 
authority in matters of religion, in as plain and poſi- 
tive a manner as thoſe which are levelled at the groſſ. 
eſt immoralities; and the wiſdom of our Lord is 
very apparent herein, for it will be hard to mention 
any one vice which hath been ſo injurious to the 
peace and happineſs of mankind, none which hath 
been ſo great a hindrance to the progreſs of the 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, as this uſurped au- 
thority. Can thoſe then, acquit themſelves of being 
acceſſary to theſe evils, who bow down at an altar, 
raiſed as it were in defiance of our ſupreme lawgiver? 
With what zeal and warmth does the meek and hum- 
ble Jeſus inveigh againſt the traditions of the jewiſh 
doctors, by which they had corrupted the law of 
Moſes + ? and will he ſuffer his pure and holy reli- 
gion to be thus abuſed, and its gracious deſigns ſub- 
verted (as your Lordſhip knows it has been to ſerve 
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the moſt baſe and wicked purpoſes) and not ſhew his 
reſentment againſt all, who have deliberately given 
the leaſt countenance to it? Has not his declaration 
been compleatly fulfilled ? It muſt needs be that offences 
come. Corruptions have been introduced, raiſed 
ſtrong prejudices againſt the goſpel, and been the 
unhappy means of hindering many from receiving it 
as a revelation of the divine will. And if this ſay- 
ing hath been accompliſhed, what cauſe is there to 
tremble at the denunciation ? þut woe to that man by 
whom the offence cometh. Happy are they who, like 
your Lordſhip, ſee and expoſe them, but more happy 
are the men whom no inducement can tempt to de- 
rive either eaſe, or profit, or honour, from the eſta- 
bliſhment of any thing which, according to their 
apprehenſions, is a departure from the ſimplicity of 
the goſpel. | 

My kingdom, ſays the Saviour, is not of this 
world +. Claims of civil power and authority, al- 
liances between Church and State, the dependance of 
the miniſters of Religion upon princes and magiſtrates, 
any farther than as all ſubjects are dependant as mem- 
bers of ſociety at large, are mere human inventions. 
The ambition and policy of ſome, and the timidity 
and meanneſs of others, have led men to erect, ſup- 
port, and become parties in ſuch compacts, but it is 
the duty of loyal Subjects to retain their allegiance to 
their true Sovereign even in an enemy's land, and to 
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enter into no engagements contrary to the intereſt of 
their native country, unleſs they have thrown up all 
connections with it. If the ſervants of ' Jeſus can truſt 
to his promiſes, they may fatisfy themſelves with the 
hope of being permitted to reign with him in his 
heavenly kingdom : if his declarations are to be de. 
pended upon, it will be better to ſubmit to ſome pre- 
ſent inconveniences, than to be exalted to the higheſt 
dignity in a government ſet up and maintained rea! 
if not intentionally in oppoſition to his, 

The Apoſtles are the beſt interpreters of the ſay. 
ings of their Maſter; and we have good reaſon to 
believe that they were ſolicitous to put them in 
practice, 

They gloricd in being the ſervants of Chriſt, and 
never dared to make that a neceſſary term of Chriſtian 
Communion for which they had not authority from 
him. They difclaimed all dominion over the faith of 
Chriſtians, modeſtly ſtiling themſelves, © helpers of 
their joy. They were not to be lords over God's 
beritage, but examples to the flock +. They ſubmitted 
their inſtructions to the judgment of thoſe whom they 
taught , and reproved ſuch as ſeemed deſirous of 
ſetting them up as the leaders and heads of particular 
parties G. Having theſe paſſages in the Sacred Re- 
cords, ſo expreſsly condemning all human authority 
in matters of Religion, is it ſufficient for us, who 
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not only hear theſe unlawful claims made, but are 
witneſſes to the. eſtabliſhment and exerciſe of them, 
merely to condemn them in words? Can any man 
lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay, that thus to 
expreſs his di ſapprobation, is the moſt acceptable 
ſervice, which his circumſtances enable him to per- 
ſorm to the great Head of the Church? Is there not 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that motives adapted to the weak- 
neſs. of human nature, lead to thoſe compliances, 
which the underſtanding, if unbiaſſed, . con- 
demn without heſitation? 

Nothing adds ſuch dignity to che n . 
as a correſpondence between the words and the actions. 
Thoſe who have not the reſolution to put their pro- 
feſſions into practice, want either the ſpirit of men, 
or the faith of Chriſtians. Every perſon who delibe- 
rately ſubſcribes his name to human articles, by this 
means gives a ſanction to them, for which nothing 
can ſufficiently atone but his renouncing that Sub- 
ſcription, ſo far at leaſt as never to repeat it, eſpeci- 
ally in ſuch. circumſtances as may afford any room to 
ſuſpect that the judgment was led captive by any of 
the inferior paſſions. | 

Your Lordſhip needs not to be informed, that a 
falling away * from the purity of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, is propheſied of by the inſpired Writers; and the 
Apoſtle Paul clearly foreſaw what the cauſe of it 
would be, when he deſcribes the man of fin, as one 
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that oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is 
ow” +4 or that is worſhipped; ſo that be as God 
fitteth in the temple of God, ſbewing himſelf that he it 
God +. This exactly anſwers to the character of the 
heads of the Romiſh Church, who have proudly 
taken upon them to model and controul all Divine 
Inſtitutions, and afſumed ſuch authority over. the con- 
ſciences of men, as no Being has a right to, but that 
God, whom in effect they aſſert themſelves to be. 

But is it only the Church of Rome which is guilty 
of this uſurpation ? Surely thoſe muſt be very partial 
to the Proteſtant cauſe, who do not acknowledge, 
that every national Eſtabliſhment, yea, that every pri- 
vate Society, adding any terms of communion with 
them, to thoſe which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
made, partake of this guilt. If the Scriptures are 
the only rule for one ſet of Chriſtians, why not for 
another? If it be our duty to forſake the Romiſh 
Church, on account of its-corruptions, why not every 
other Church adopting any of them ? Diſputes about 
doctrines and forms are endleſs. If an Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant objects to a Papiſt, that tranſubſtantiation is 
an inexplicable myſtery, he will acknowledge it; but 
tell the objector at the ſame time, that the Trinity is 
as inexplicable. | 

If a member of our Eſtabliſhment condemns the 
Romaniſt for confining ſalvation within the pale of 
his own Church, he may preſently filence him, by 
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ying, that it is not more abſurd than to exclude all 
Heathens whatever, and ſuch Chriſtians as do "or 
believe the Athanaſian Creed, from the mercy of 
God. 

If a Proteſtant travels from our country into France, 
and expreſſes his diſlike of the ſuperſtitious. ceremo- 
nies uſed in their worſhip, ſurely he can ſay no more 
when he is told, -that theſe are as lawful in them- 
elves, as the few which are retained in the pub- 
lic ſervices he attends when at home; and that as to 
the kind and the number, they are the beſt judges, 
a the 34th Article of the Church of England allows; 
and as to obliging all their Members to ſubmit to | 
the uſe of them, it is no more than Proteſtant Socie- 
ties do. 

Would you, then, my Lord, exhort the worthy and 
good amongſt the Papiſts to leave the communion of 
the church of Rome ? Would you invire them in the 
words of the prophetic Apoſtle ? Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of ber fins, and that ye 
receive not of ber plagues * ; and will ye not permit 
others to addreſs the ſame language to you? If all 
human eſtabliſhments, by whatever name they are call- 
ed, are parts of the great kingdom of Antichriſt, 
they will aſſuredly be deſtroyed together with it. It 
cannot be denied, that they have at leaſt one princi- 
pal character of that church, which 1s emphatically 
filed in ſcripture the mother of abominations ! The 


Mm 


* Rev. xvili. 4. 
preſent 


= 

preſent very learned biſhop of Litchfield and Co- 
ventry hath ' obſerved, in his lectures on prophecy, 
(which I quote only by memory) that the © tw 
leading principles of the firlt reformers were, that 
the Pope was antichriſt, and the Scripture the only 
rule of faith,” Whatever may be ſaid of the firſt, 
the laſt is a ſentiment which ought to be inſcribed on 
every Chriſtian's heart, and bleſſed and happy are they | 
who have never complied with any of thoſe human 
inſtitutions, which ſeem to contradict it. 

It is a very awful declaration of our bleſſed Lord's, 
and it'is repeated more than once by himſelf, and ill 
by his Apoſtles, © Whoever hall confeſs me before men, 
Bim «will I confeſs alſo before my father which is in 
heaven. But whoever ſhall deny me before men, him will 
J alſo deny before my father which is in heaven +.” 
This dreadful ſentence was pronounced and recorded, 
to guard thoſe to whom the goſpel ſhould be firſt 
preached, againſt being influenced by thoſe worldly 
hopes and fears which too often enſlave the under- 
ſtanding and the conſcience. We have no temptation 
to deny Chriſt Jeſus, in the ſtrict and literal ſenſe of 
the words; but as we cannot be too fearful of falling 
under this condemnation, it may perhaps be prudent 
to enquire, whether or no a compliance with any 
thing, which we are perſuaded is a corrupt addition 
to his Religion, and a hindrance to its more univerſal 
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reception,, is not, in ſome circumſtances, virtually 
denying him? St. John deſcribing Antichriſt, thus 
writes : ** Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: * Every 
« ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
« feſp, is of Cod. And every ſpirit that confeſſeth not that 
« Feſus Chriſt i come in the fleſb, is not of God: And 
« this is that (Spirit) bf Antichriſt, whereof you have 
heard that it ſhould come, and even now already is it 
« ;n the world.” Again, Many + deceivers are en- 
« tered into the world, who confeſs not that Jeſus Chriſt is 
« come in the fleſh. This is a deceiver and an Anti- 
« chriſt. Dr. Doddridge obſerves, in a note on the 
firſt of theſe paſſages, that © from hence ſome have 
« argued, that the Pope cannot be Antichriſt, be- 
« cauſe he confeſſes Chriſt ; and that it muſt neceſſa- 
« rily be ſome intirely oppoſing perſon or ſect, and 
« which does not bear the Chriſtian name.” 

This pious and judicious writer therefore ſuppoſes, 
that confeſſing Chriſt means, © paying a becoming de- 
« ference to his authority,” and the not confeſſing 
Chriſt, * uſurping a power entirely inconſiſtent with 
«* a due homage to him, and founded upon princi- 
« ples moſt oppoſite to thoſe of his government and 
«religion. It is ſaid to have been already in the 
« world, as the ambitious, impoſing, perſecuting ſpi- 
« rit, which is the very eſſence of antichriſtianiſm, did 
« then greatly prevail.” 
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This ſeems to be the natural and true ſenſe of thets 
paſſages ; and no perſon can doubt but that it be. 
comes us to be very careful not to countenance any 
thing whatever, which men have added to the doc- 
trines and precepts of our Lord and Maſter, leſt ye 
partake of the guilt of the impoſers. I would not be 
thought to inſinuate (for I abhor ſo uncharitable an 
idea) that the Members of the Church of England, 
or any other Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, are in the 
leaſt degree guilty of the crime of denying the 82. 
viour, Great numbers of them have never heard 
the objections to their forms and ſyſtems ſo ſtated a 
to excite their attention; they have been taught that 
they are perfectly agreeable to Scripture, and th: 
practice of the holy Apoſtles, and ſubmit to them 
under the ſanction of the Divine authority, But 
ſurely thoſe who ſee their evil nature and tendency, 
and yet ſubmit to the yoke, grievous as it is acknoy- 
ledged to be, for ſome preſent advantage, they have 
certainly much reaſon to give a very ſerious attention 
to theſe paſſages of Holy Writ, and alſo to the re- 
proofs given to the Churches of Pergamos and 
Thyatira *. Theſe epiſtles were dictated by our 
Lord himſelf to his beloved diſciple ; and he threatens 
them with the fierceneſs of his anger, unleſs they 
would repent, in that ſome of them had held the 
doctrines of Balaam, the Nicolaitanes, and Jem 
bel, : 
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The evil of the doctrines diſtinguiſhed by thoſe 
reproachful epithets, conſiſted (unleſs I am miſtaken) 
in leading the Chriſtian converts to a compliance 
with ſome of the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtitions, that ſo 
they might eſcape the violence of perſecution. Ba- 
am was the means of enticing ſome of the children 
of Iſrael to eat things ſacrificed unto idols, which 
expoſed them to the ſevere wrath of God, Some of 
the primitive Chriſtians being too much in love with 
worldly eaſe and proſperity, would, to avoid the 
anger of their Heathen neighbours, ſo far counte- 
nance their idolatry as to eat of their ſacrifices, with an 
outward appearance of reſpe& to the falſe gods 
whom they worſhipped. This too much teſembled 
that ſpiritual fornication and adultery, which God 
had ſo ſeverely condemned and puniſhed in the 
Jewiſh people; and therefore the chief ſeducer is 
called by the name of that wicked woman Jezabel, 
under whoſe influence the children of Iſrael fo univer- 
ally fell into idolatry. 

The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes was probably of 
the ſame kind; and Dr. Doddridge ſuppoſes, that 
they diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ſtrenuouſly juſtifying 
and propagating their accurſed doQtrine *, 

This practice was contrary to the ſincerity which 
the Goſpel requires; it proceeded from a fear un- 
worthy of Chriſtians ; it endangered the purity of our 
holy Religion, and leſſened that attention which 
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would have been paid to it, had every profeſſor been 
firm and ſteady. There is great reaſon to fear, that 


the ſame unworthy principles cauſe vaſt numbers of N 
the more diſcerning in Popiſh countries to counte. Ml © 
"nance thoſe Superſtitions by their examples, which 
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their duty to Chriſt and to their brethren of man. 
kind calls upon them openly to oppoſe. Until ſome Ml ®* 
honeſt and brave men exert themſelves, to the peri 
of their lives, millions of our fellow-creatures are 
likely to continue inſlaved to a moſt abſurd andi 
cruel Religion. The faith of Proteſtants is more 
pure, and their worſhip more ſcriptural, yet wolf . 
much remains of the old leaven. Of theſe corrup. 
tions, the enemies of Chriſtianity avail themſelves; 
and it is not to be expected that they will be ſilenced 
by any arguments which thoſe advance, who uſe the 
forms and ſubſcribe the doctrines to which their 
objections are made. Men muſt have great partiality 
to a cauſe, if they do not find themſelves ſomewhat 
ſtaggered, when its defenders have recourſe to trick, 
ſubterfuge, and evaſion. Infidels have, in general, 
imbibed ſtrong prejudices againſt Chriſtianity, which 
are confirmed, perhaps rendered quite inveterate, by 
the ſuſpicions they entertain of the ſincerity of its 
advocates, who, if they will make compliances con- 
trary to the expreſs injunctions of the Religion they 
defend, and give men ſo much reaſon to believe that 
they act upon motives which ought not to have any 
weight with a believer, cannot be thought to be really 
in earneſt about any thing. | 
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In this view, a conformity to the eſtabliſhed cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity is very prejudicial to the 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs; and whoever does 
it to avoid ſome temporal inconvenience, or obtain 
ſome preſent advantage, has reaſon to tear that he is 
neither acting a ſafe nor an honourable part. | 

Saint Paul was willing to condeſcend, as far as 
any man, to the weakneſſes of his Chriſtian brethren, 
and he circumciſed Timothy, that fo the minds of 


E the Jews might be ſomewhat reconciled to the Goſ- 


pel *; but when there was a party formed in the 
Church, zealous for the continuance of this rite, 
« only leſt they ſpould ſuffer perſecution for the croſs of 
« Chriſt +,” he ſpeaks of this as a criminal weak- 
nels. 

It becomes us, my Lord, to attend ta our duty; 
the event muſt be left to God. I would beg leave 
to aſk of your Lordſhip, whether it muſt not appear, 
in the eyes of the upright and impartial, much more 
conſiſtent with Chriſtian integrity and our vaſt obli- 
cations to the Saviour, to withdraw from an eſtabliſh- 
ment, by which doctrines and forms are maintained, 
being, according to our apprehenſions, unwarrantable 
ncroachments upon Chriſtian liberty, and contrary 
to the pure doctrines of the Goſpel ; than notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch a conviction, to adhere to it in pre- 
ference to a ſeparation, formed upon principles more 
ſtrictly ſcriptural ? 
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Surely to act according to the conviction of our 
minds, is praiſe-worthy; to do violence to the dictates 
of the underſtanding, how great ſoever the tempta. 
tion may be, is very mean and very dangerous. 
« Conſcience (as your Lordſhip well obſerves, p. 14 
of the Conſiderations) once ſtained, ſeldom contract; 
again to its firſt dimenfions.” 

Surely that awful ſentiment, ** f we deny him, be 
ill alſo deny us *,” ought to render Miniſters very 
cautious how they comply with worldly eftabliſh. 
ments; and though great diſcouragements are an- 
nexed to a diſſent, yet if a deſire of maintaining our 
integrity is the real motive, how animating the pro- 
miſe, '* if we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign with 
% him +?” 

God wlll never forget any work of faith or Jabour 
of love; every act of ſelf-denial will be abundantly 
recompenſed by that glorious reward, which will be 
proportioned to our zeal, our activity, and our dilt- 
gence. 

« To be ſincere, and without rebuke, in the midſt of 
* a crooked and perverſe generation , was what St. 
Paul required of the primitive Chriſtians, and inno- 
cence and uprightneſs are as neceſſary to recommend 
our Religion now as ever they were. The Goſpel 1s 
openly ridiculed; and it is generally acknowledged, 
except by a few bigots, who are reſolved to ſhut 
their eyes, that the violent zeal of ſome, and the 
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mean compliance of others, with eſtabliſhed abſurdi- 
ties, is the grand and principal cauſe of this con- 
tempt of things ſacred; and therefore it might per- 
haps be better for thoſe to ceaſe to complain, who 
do not exert themſelves to the very utmoſt in putting 
the adverſary to ſilence, by giving a proof of the 
ſincerity of their faith, which ſhall admit of no con- 
tradiction. 

But it is time for me to draw towards the con- 
cluſion of this letter. I have offered all the argu- 
ments which ſuggeſt themſelves to me, and heartily 
wiſh that I had ability to ſer them in a more ſtriking 
light, and to inforce them more powerfully, by the 
agreeable help of an elegant tile and refined lan- 
guage, Herein I am ſenſible how much I fail, and 
therefore make my appeal from critical ſeverity, to 
the candour of the reader, 

Your Lordſhip's indulgence, alſo, I feel myſelf 
ſtrongly inclined to ſolicit. If I have addreſſed you 
with any unbecoming familiarity, forgive me, Your 


Lordſhip cannot be more ſenſible than myſelf, of 


your vaſt ſuperiority to me in parts and learning 
and you are deſerving of additional reſpect on ac- 
count of your rank, and of reverence on account of 
your age. 

To be infallible, however, is not the lot of mor- 
tals; and as the Biſhop of Carliſle may poſſibly be 
miſtaken, I hope the freedom uſed in this addreſs 
will be pardoned, I wiſh your Lordſhip a long 
continuance of health and life, and that every day 
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may add freſh honours to your name, and ſtamp {x 
more laſting dignity on your character; that the 
Chriſtian world may long be bleſſed with your l. 
bours, and that whenever you are removed hence, 
it may be to the higheſt ſeat of glory and hap. 
pineſs. | | 

Some parts of this letter may give offence, per. 
haps, to your Lordfhip; if not to many other, 
Very free cenſures of our eſtabliſhed forms have been 
thought indecent, even by ſome Diſſenters, and the 
friends of the Church have ſeverely condemned them, 
Every perſon muſt be directed by his own ideas of 
propriety, but I have never ſeen any good reaſon 
aſſigned for reſtraining” the warmeſt expreſſions of 
diſlike, when fo fair an occaſion offers. 

Charity and good manners oblige us to ſpeak of 
particular characters with reſpect: The amiable and 
worthy are deſerving of many grains of allowance, 
even from thoſe who may think them in ſome in- 
ſtances inconſiſtent and abſurd. But the unchriſtian 
impoſitions, and ſtrange doctrines of worldly eſtabliſh- 
ments, ought, in my opinion, to have no quarter. 
The man who oppoſes them ſhould exert all his 
talents of learping, argument, and ridicule, The 
Jewiſh Prophets treat the worſhip of their Heathen 
neighbours (who were much more numerous, and as 
to power and grandeur much ſuperior to them) with- 
out the leaſt ceremony. St. Paul calls the Moſaic 
Rites, after they were aboliſhed by the Divine Autho- 
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rity, © weak and beggarly elements s;, a language; 
which was perhaps very offenſive to many zealots. 
The Engliſh Clergy have not been always very com- 
plaiſant to the Church of Rome, In Ireland, where 
the majority are Papiſts, the craft of the Prieſts, 
and the ſuperſtition of the people, is animadverted 
upon with pretty great ſeverity; and I apprehend it 
is not owing ſo much to a ſenſe of delicacy as a fear 
of danger, that the like is not done in France and 
Spain. 

The cauſe of truth can be injured by nothing but 
miſrepreſentation. If writers ate careful to ſet the 
doctrines they expoſe in a juſt light, it would be 
much better to refute their arguments, than to be 
angry with them for the warmth and keenneſs of 
their expreſſions. I ſhall ever be ambitious of the 
character of a fair and impartial writer; but though 
ſome may call my language indecent, and others 
may term it inſdlent, yet while it is only levelled 
at doctrines and forms, and avoids indiſcrimi- 
nate perſonal reflections, I ſhall * no apology 
for it. 

One apology, however, I ought to make, and 
that is for my aſcribing the“ Conſiderations to your 
Lordſhip, when you have not ſeen fit to ſet your 
name to them. But as there is no doubt of your 
being the author, and as they have been aſcribed to 
you long ſince, in a well-known Monthly Publica- 
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tion, of which your Lorſhip would probably have 
taken notice, had it been wrong or offenſive, I hope 
1 have not done amiſs in thus addreſſing you, for 


1 am, my Loxp, 


With the greateſt Reſpect and Veneration, 


Your LorDsniyP's 
Moſt humble Servant, 


and fincere Well-wiſher, 
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HAD almoſt finiſhed this epiſtle to your Lord- 


ſhip, when the learned Archdeacon Blackburne's 


four Diſcourſes to the Clergy of his Archdeaconry 


fell into my hands. I find by the preface to theſe diſ- 
courſes, that . the Conſiderations” have not eſcaped 
animadverſion, and that the ſentiments which I have 
taken notice of are cenſured with ſome ſeverity; 
and one obſervation made which ſuggeſted itſelf na- 
turally to me, and for which I am not indebted to 
that author, whoever he is, to wit: That remain- 
ing in the Church, and riſing from one poſt to 
another, becauſe it may enable a perſon to do good 
« 2nd be of ſervice to his maſter, when the terms 
© required are contrary to his injunctions, is in 
reality doing evil that good may come.” Thoſe 
perhaps who uſed that language in the Apoſtle's 
days, meant a different kind of good from that 
which is naw propoſed by continuing in the Church 
the expreſſion, however, may ſtill be uſed as prover- 
bial, and containing a very important ſentiment, for 
few will venture to ſay in ſo many words, that any 


motive ought to induce a man to do that which he 
knows 
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knows to be wrong, eſpecially when the advantage 
accruing to himſelf is ſuch as to render his ſincerity 
liable to be called in queſtion. 

I agree with the Archdeacon, fo far as to allow, 
that the Clergy, who, like your Lordſhip and him. 
ſelf, continue in the Church, notwithſtanding your 
avowed diapprobation of ſome of its ſolemn forms, 
are intitled to candour. It is, perhaps, impoſſible 
to conceive, with what force thoſe arguments may' 
ſtrike ſome minds, which appear very weak and 
futile to others. Thoſe of the Clergy alſo, who 
are zealous againſt any alterations, have the ſame, 
if not a ſuperior right to indulgence, though the 
enemies of Subſcription may think their objections 
to it unanſwerable. 

The Archdeacon is perſuaded, that to endeavour 
to convince them of their error, does not betray a 
want of due candour ; and he would not ſcruple to 
cenſure thoſe as bigots, who refuſed to give him an 
attentive hearing. 

What I have offered, to ſhew the fallacy of thoſe 
principles, which are urged in favour of a conduct, 
the propriety of which is much more doubtful 
than the eſtabliſhment and impoſition of human 
creeds, ought not to be cenſured as proceeding from 
an unfeeling or a thoughtleſs temper. . Every man 
« muſt ſtand or fall to his own maſter.” Chriſtians 
however cannot be too often reminded, that their 
Maſter, whoſe example they are to follow, was 

emphatically 


E 
emphatically ſtiled * that juſt one *, neil ber was guile 
« found in his mouth +.” | 

His circumſtances were poor, his accommodations 
mean; * and for this end was he born, and for this 
© cauſe came he into the world, that he might bear 
« witneſs unto the truth F.” To the truth then, as 
it 1s in him, his followers ought to be ready to 
ſacrifice their wealth, their eaſe, their lives; and if 
their lives, ſurely they ought to quit any poſts, 
how uſefully ſoever they may fill them in ſome re- 
ſpects, if their continuance in ſuch ſtations obliges 
them to countenance any wrong meaſures. 

I am pleaſed to find that I was not wrong in 
ſelecting Eraſmus and Father Paul, as men the 
moſt remarkable for being examples of a conduct, 
which to me appears, notwithſtanding the authoriry 
of ſuch illuſtrious names, and all that your Lord- 
ſhip and the Archdeacon have advanced, very inde- 
fenſible. 

I ſhall ever revere the names of Eraſmus, of Paul, 
of Clarke, of Hoadley, and of Law; but let it be 
thy higheſt ambition, oh my ſoul, to rank with 
ſuch as Huſs, Ridley, Latimer, Robertſon, and 
Lindley 5. 


„ 


Acts xxii. 14. + 1 Pet. ii. 22. t John xviii. 37. 

$ Right glad am I, that ſince I wrote the above ſentence, the 
reſpectable name of Ich can be added to the liſt of worthy con- 
feſſors. 


N. B. 


£003 

N. B. This Pamphlet has been ready for the preſß 
for more than a year, and is publiſhed without any 
alterations. The Author lives at ſuch a diſtance 
from the preſs, as to be unable to review the work, 
and hopes this circumſtance will be an excuſe 
for ſome errors, which may perhaps be owing to 
the printer, 
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